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John 2:23-3:8 

 

READ 

 
● John 2:23-3:8  

 

 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION 
 

1.  What was the level of belief expressed by many in Jerusalem as a result of Jesus’ signs?  Compare 

v. 23 to the criteria of belief in 1:12. 

 

 

2.  The English words “believed” (2:23) and “entrusting” (2:24) are the same Greek word.  Does it 

seem strange that Jesus would not believe/trust in those who believed/trusted in Him?  Why might 

this be the case?  Is there a difference between accepting their belief in Him yet not believing in 

them?  Does the dilemma rest upon their belief/faith or something else? 

 

 

3.  Based on your preconceptions of Pharisees and members of the Sanhedrin, are you surprised that 

someone like Nicodemus would seek an audience with Jesus?  Do his motivations sound 

legitimate or does he have ulterior motives? 

 

 

4.  Nicodemus said that he (“we”) knew Jesus had come from God.  Yet his fellow Pharisees would 

say that Jesus came from . . . (Matthew 12:24). 

 

 

5.  Jesus raises the issue of the new birth.  How is the new birth described? 

 John 3:3,7; 1 Peter 1:3,23 

 John 3:5 

 John 3:6,8 

 John 1:13; 1 John 3:9 

 1 John 2:29 

 Galatians 6:15 

 Romans 6:4 

 



6.  How necessary is the new birth?  

 

 

7.  How does the metaphor of physical birth help us understand spiritual birth? 

 

 

8.  What is the connection between water and the Spirit in the new birth?  There are four proposed 

explanations:   

 Water refers to physical birth; Spirit refers to spiritual birth.  In other words, you must be 

physically born and spiritually reborn to enter the kingdom of God. 

 Water is a metaphor for the Holy Spirit (creating an unnecessary redundancy). 

 Water is a metaphor for the word of God (John 15:3; Ephesians 5:26). 

 Water refers to Christian baptism.  Contrast John 3:5 with 1:33; compare John 3:5 with Acts 

2:38 & Titus 3:5. 

Which seems to make the most sense? 

 

9.  How does the metaphor of the wind help explain to us the Holy Spirit? 

 

 

 

PERSONAL RESPONSE 

 
1.  Christ knows my heart.  I will therefore confess to the Lord . . . 

 

 

2.  Has my life really changed in Christ?  I can point to the following as tangible evidence of the 

power of God, through the Holy Spirit, to transform my thinking & lifestyle . . . 

 


