
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
October 15, 2017 

John 8:31-38 

 

 

READ 
          John 8:31-38          Romans 6:1-22 

 

 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION 
 

1.  Why would “those Jews who had believed Him” have become so argumentative as chapter 8 

proceeds?  Compare v. 31 with v. 48 (who are “the Jews” in the Gospel of John?). 

 

 

2.  This is the first time in this Gospel that Jesus speaks of being His “’disciples.’”  Jesus actually 

speaks of the Twelve as “’My disciples’” only once in each of the Synoptic Gospels (the same 

incident told three times: Matthew 26:18; Mark 14:14; Luke 22:11).  What is a disciple 

(Matthew 10:24-25)?  Do we have any examples of what it means to be a disciple today? 

 

 

3.  How are disciples made (Matthew 28:18-20)?  Which aspect does Jesus focus on in this 

passage (v. 31)?  True discipleship is contingent upon . . . 

 

 

4.  What does it mean to “’continue in My word’”?   

 Psalm 1:2; Deuteronomy 6:7 

 2 Corinthians 4:2; 1 Peter 2:2 

 Ephesians 6:17 

 Philippians 2:16; Titus 1:9 

 Colossians 3:16 

 1 Timothy 4:6 

 2 Timothy 1:13; 2:15; 4:1-2 

 

5.  Why is “my word” so important to “my disciples”? 

 v. 38 

 v. 40 

 vv. 45-46 



 v. 47 

 v. 51 

 

6.  The word “disciple” does not appear in the New Testament after the Book of Acts.  The word 

is, however, related to the word “discipline.”  What do these verses add to our 

understanding of discipleship? 

 Ephesians 6:4 

 Colossians 2:5 

 1 Timothy 4:7-8 

 2 Timothy 1:7 

 

7.  From what must we be set free (v. 34)?  What is the effect of this slavery (v. 35)? 

 

 

8.  Review Romans chapter 6.  Discuss how this fits with what Jesus says in verses 32, 34-36.  

What does freedom from sin mean?  What does it not mean?  What accomplishes this 

freedom?  How do I appropriate this freedom?  How do I live in this freedom? 

 

 

 

 

 

PERSONAL RESPONSE 
 

1.  This week, I will continue in the word by . . . 

 

 

2.  This week, I will present myself to God as a slave to righteousness by . . . 

 


