
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
October 22, 2017 

John 8:37-47 

 

READ 
John 8:37-47          Hebrews 11:8-19 

 

 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION 
 

1.  The Jews boasted of Abraham as their father and Jesus acknowledged their descent from 

Abraham.  Is there a discernable difference between being Abraham’s descendants (v. 37) 

and Abraham’s children (v. 39)?  Take Matthew 3:9 into consideration. 

 

 

2.  The Jews go on to declare they have but one Father: God (v. 41).  If that were true, what 

should we expect as visible fruit (vv. 42, 47)?  The truth of the matter is that they ________ 

__________ (v. 47b)?  Children of God, on the other hand, are born _______________ 

(John 1:12-13). 

 

3.  Their father is really ____________________ (v. 44).  Their father is a.k.a. . . . (Revelation 

12:9).  How do his children come to be in this predicament (2 Timothy 2:26)? 

 

4.  The devil can be summed up by two words drawn from v. 44. 

 (1) 

 What insights do these verses add? 

 Ezekiel 28:16 

 Hebrews 2:14 

 Romans 5:17a (c.f., Genesis 2:17; 3:4) 

 Job 2:6 

 (2)  

What insights do these verses add? 

 Genesis 3:13 

 Acts 5:3 

 Revelation 12:9 

How is it evident that these children of the devil want to do the desires of their father? 

 vv. 37,40 

 vv. 45-46 



5.  To what are the desires (or lusts) of the devil, his will, diametrically opposed (1 John 2:17)?  

What does Mark 3:35 add to this understanding of spiritual paternity? 

 

 

6.  Identify the desires of the devil that led to his fall from heaven (Isaiah 14:13-14).   

(1)  

(2)  

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

 

7.  How does the devil, as a finite creature, extend his influence beyond his personal reach 

(James 1:14-15)? 

 

 

8.  What do Abraham’s children do (v. 39)?  Who are (truly) Abraham’s descendants (Galatians 

3:29)? 

 

 

9.  What are “’the deeds of Abraham’” (Genesis 15:6; Romans 4:3; James 2:23)?  What does 

Galatians 3:7-9 add?  If we are to _____ like Abraham we must cultivate the __________ of 

Abraham. 

 

10. What understanding does Hebrews 11 contribute to cultivating the faith of Abraham? 

 v. 8 

 v. 9 

 vv. 10,13 

 v. 12 (c.f., Romans 4:19-21) 

 vv. 17-19 

 

 

 

PERSONAL RESPONSE 
 

1.  This week, I will resist the devil by . . . 

 

 

2.  This week, I will walk by faith (not by sight) by . . . 

 


