
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
January 7, 2017 

John 11:1-16 

 

READ 
John 11:1-16 

 

 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION 
 

1.  What is expressed by Martha & Mary in the simplest of terms in v. 3?  How profound is this 

as a prayer? 

 

 

2.  What is emphasized about Jesus’ relationship with the siblings from Bethany (vv. 3, 5) and 

why is it important (Romans 8:35-39)? 

 

 

3.  Jesus does, or says, a couple of unusual things in this passage.  First, He doesn’t immediately 

go to His sick friend’s bedside (or even speak a word of healing from a distance) when His 

help is requested.  He delays, and doesn’t do anything, for two days.  Second, He says, 

“’Lazarus is dead, and I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, . . .’”  Glad to not be 

there?  How do you typically react when Jesus does things, or responds in ways, that do not 

align with your preconceptions or expectations?  

 

 

4.  What do we know about the status of Lazarus when Jesus receives word of His friend’s 

illness (c.f., v. 17)? 

 

 

5.  What metaphor does Jesus used to describe death (vv. 11-13)?  Reflect on these passages 

which also use the metaphor of sleep to describe death: 

 Psalm 13:3 

 1 Corinthians 11:30 

 1 Corinthians 15:51 

 Ephesians 5:14 



What makes sleep an appropriate metaphor for death? 

 

 

6.  Jesus expresses a twofold purpose, from heaven’s perspective, for Lazarus’ illness & death.  

The first, in v. 4, is . . . 

 

 

How will this purpose be realized? 

 

 

7.  What is our added challenge whenever we face a challenge in life? 

 Psalm 29:1-3 

 Psalm 66:2 

 Psalm 71:8 

 Psalm 105:3 

 1 Corinthians 10:31 

 Revelation 15:4 

 

8.  The second part of the twofold purpose of Lazarus’ illness & death, in v. 15, is . . . 

 

 

Why is this part of the purpose so pressing?  (Take into account the attitudes of the disciples, 

including Thomas.) 

 

 

Can you describe a time when your faith was exercised and how that prepared you for facing 

a greater challenge yet to come? 

 

 

 

PERSONAL RESPONSE 
 

1.  This week, I will take note of the love of Jesus in my life by . . . 

 

 

2.  This week, I will be more conscious of my need to glorify God in all things by . . .   

 


