
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
January 14, 2017 

John 11:17-37 

 

READ 
John 11:17-37 

 

 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION 
 

1.  Discuss any significance to the fact that one sister, Martha, went to meet Jesus as He was 

coming to Bethany and the other sister, Mary, stayed at home. 

 

 

2.  What is suggested by the fact that both sisters say almost exactly the same thing when they 

are with Jesus? 

 

 

3.  What does Martha mean when she says, “’Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not 

have died’”?  And what does she mean when she adds, “’Even now I know that whatever You 

ask of God, God will give You’”? 

 

 

4.  What does Martha hear, and what does Jesus mean, when He says, “’Your brother will rise 

again’”? 

 

 

5.  What does it mean that Jesus is the resurrection and the life? 

 Acts 2:24 

 Hebrews 2:14-15 

 Revelation 1:18 

 1 Corinthians 15:54-57 

 Revelation 21:4 

 1 John 1:1 

 Acts 3:15 

 2 Timothy 1:1 

 James 1:12; Revelation 2:10 



 

6.  Walk through the progression of vv. 25-26.  Think about each step along the way (make the 

pronouns—“he” & “everyone”—personal). 

 

 

7.  While Jesus did not press Martha for (immediate) understanding of His words, He did press 

her for . . . (v. 26b).  Discuss the place of understanding & belief in our lives—particularly 

when it comes to making important decisions or taking necessary steps. 

 

 

8.  Identify the ways in which Martha speaks of Jesus in vv. 27 & 28.  What is significant about 

each—particularly in regard to her/your faith? 

 

 

 

9.  What is significant about the ways Jesus’ reacted when He was surrounded by the grieving 

sisters & mourners and at the graveside (vv. 33 & 35)? 

 

 

10. What does v. 37 suggest about the overall mood of the crowd (in light of the expectation 

Jesus tried to set in v. 4)? 

 

 

 

PERSONAL RESPONSE 
 

1.  This week, I will begin to make faith my frame of reference (my starting point & sustaining 

point) by . . . 

 

 

2.  This week, I will be more cautious of my criticisms by . . .   

 


