
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
January 21, 2017 

John 11:38-46 

 

READ 
John 11:38-46  Luke 16:19-31 

 

 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION 
 

1.  What facts in this case leave no doubt as to the reality of Lazarus’ death and the veracity of 

the ensuing miraculous sign? 

 

 

2.  Reflect on Jesus’ teaching regarding Hades in Luke 16:19-31.  What does this tell us about 

Lazarus’ circumstances during the four days he was dead? 

 

 

3.  How do we reconcile Martha’s proclamations of faith in vv. 22 & 27 with her objection to 

opening the tomb in v. 39? 

 

 

4.  Can you describe a time when you were tuned in to other things, distracting things, and 

missed the message Jesus was trying to get to you? 

 

 

5.  Reflect on Jesus’ reversal of the old adage, “Seeing is believing,” in v. 40.  How important is it 

that faith precedes sight (2 Corinthians 5:7)?  When facing a pivotal moment, like Martha, 

why choose the way of faith over the way of sight? 

 

 

6.  Meditate on Jesus’ prayer in vv. 41-42.  What sets this prayer, brief as it is, apart from so 

many other prayers?  What does it instruct you about prayer? 

 

 

7.  The “resurrection” of Lazarus was in type (a foreshadowing) only.  His restoration to life was 

____________________.  The resurrection is characterized by . . . (1 Corinthians 15:42-44). 



8.  What does John 5:28-29 identify as being foreshadowed by Lazarus’ “resurrection”?  What 

two outcomes will result? 

 

 

9.  Identify two orders given by Jesus (vv. 39, 44).  Why did He give such orders?  Does this 

suggest anything about the roles He has us fill in kingdom work? 

 

 

10. What two outcomes are realized when Lazarus comes forth, alive, from the tomb (vv. 4,15)?  

How does God seek to bring about these same outcomes in our own lives? 

 

 

 

PERSONAL RESPONSE 
 

1.  This week, my life will have meaning & purpose in Christ by . . . 

 

 

2.  This week, I will choose the path of faith by . . .   

 


