
   

 

 

Sonshine Preschool is an outreach 

of: 

West Lafayette Christian Church 

1980 Lindberg Road 

West Lafayette, IN  47906 

(765)463-7995   

 

Sonshine Preschool Office 

Phone 463-7513 

Some general reminders for all 
preschool families that I have are 
to: 

  remember to use 
the first drive-way  
to enter and the 
back drive-way to 
exit our preschool 
so that traffic all 
flows the same di-
rection, never drive 
under the covered 
portico/drive-way 
area for the safety 
of all 

 remind your children to walk in 
our hallways instead of run-
ning 

 Tuition is due by the 8th of 
each month.  If not, a late 
fee of $20.00 will be as-
sessed.   

 Sonshine Preschool will be 
CLOSED on Monday, Octo-
ber 29, 2018 for our Fall 
Break 

 Parent Conferences will be 
held during school hours 
on Monday, November 19 
and Tuesday, November 20 
for all preschool classes. 
There will be no Afternoon 
Enrichment classes this 
week. During your child’s 
15 minute conference 
time, your child may stay 
in the nursery with an 
adult volunteer and play at 
no cost to you.    

 Wabash Township Fire De-
partment will be at Son-
shine Preschool on  Tues-
day, October 30, 2018       
from 9:30-11:00 to help us 
learn about fire safety, the 
fire trucks, and how you 
will see a firefighter 
dressed in their uniform 
and their safety gear.  Each 
class will spend 30 minutes 
with the firefighters. 

 

Illness Policy for 

 Sonshine Preschool: 
 

If your child has a fever of 100.5 or 

higher, pink eye, heavy greenish 

nasal discharge, persistent cough,  

chicken pox, hand, foot, and 

mouth disease, or has been vomit-

ing, please keep your child at 

home until he or she is symptom 

free for 24 hours before returning to 

class.  This means symptom free 

without Tylenol or other symptom 

reducing medicines.  Also, please 

do not send any medications to 

school with your child unless it is a 

prescription.  This includes: chap-

stick/lip balm, cough drops, band-

aids, etc.   
 

As a staff, we are encouraging all 

children to wash their hands regu-

larly and frequently with soap and 

water.  The teachers are continu-

ing to spray/wipe down all activi-

ties with Lysol between morning 

and afternoon sessions as well as 

at the end of each day.   

Tuition Amounts 

Tuition amounts for Son-

shine Preschool this year 

are: 

2 days per week- $107.00 

monthly 

3 days per week- $136.00 

monthly 

4 days per week- $168.00 

monthly 

Arriving late to school… 
If you are arriving after 9:15 when 

the doors are locked to preschool, 

please call the preschool office to 

speak with the office volunteer to 

admit you into the building.  You will 

need to sign the late arrival sheet in 

the office and then proceed to 

your child’s classroom.  Please do 

not park at the church office and 

enter through those doors if you 

arrive late.  Those doors are for visi-

tors to the church offices and office 

staff only. 

Also, when your child arrives late, 

he/she will miss many activities 

which our teachers can not go 

back and “catch up” your child 

due to staying on their classroom 

schedule.  If your child’s classroom 

has a daily helper, your child may 

miss that opportunity to do the re-

sponsibilities of the helper when 

they arrive late to school. 

Parents: 
Please make sure to have 
your child use the restroom 
before he/she enters class 
each day.  Several children 
are needing to go within 
minutes of being in class 
and some are having acci-
dents in not getting to the 
bathroom in time. 
 
Also, please make sure 
that your child, has an ex-
tra set of season appropri-
ate clothing in his/her 
backpack each day.  Please 
include a shirt, shorts/
pants, underwear, and 
SOCKS.  Most of the time 
when a child has an acci-
dent, the socks get just as 
wet as the underwear and 
pants.  Having the extra 
clothes in your child’s 
backpack saves time for 
the teacher  not having to 
locate the correct size of 
clothing for you child, 
keeps our child/teacher ra-
tios more in line since the 
teacher will not be out of 
the classroom as long, and 
many children prefer their 
own clothes instead of 
clothes that are not their 
own.  All children in ALL 
classes should have this in 
the backpacks DAILY! 



Preschool Office Volunteers: 
As an office volunteer, you can work on your computer, ipad, etc. or 

help the preschool teachers out by prepping materials for activities.  I 

ask that the volunteers lock/unlock the doors at designated times, an-

swer the telephone and take a message (if you feel comfortable doing 

so), admit families arriving late, admit specialist to see specific stu-

dents, and have the late arriving families and specialists sign the late 

arrival/visitor clip board. 
 

Thank you so very much to Andrea Criss (Sonshine Preschool friend) 

for volunteering every  Monday of each month, Abby Newkirk (1st 

Tuesday), Valerie Krutsinger (1st Wednesday), Sijeong Gu (2nd and 4th 

Tuesdays), Joling Chen (3rd Wednesday), and Hannah Shin ( 3rd Tues-

day and 4th Wednesday), Tammy Fodrea (WLCC church member) for 

volunteering the 2nd Wednesday of each month, and Janet Page (WLCC 

church member) for volunteering every Thursday of each month!!    

Your help is greatly appreciated!!! 

Please remember to make sure that all snacks need to be 
free of any type of nut or nut products.  This also includes 
trace amounts of nuts that are in many crackers, granola 
bars, and cookies.  Also, we request NO juice pouches, 
boxes, etc. for snacks.  100% juice, water, or milk is the 
preferred drink for our snacks. 

Reduce, Recycle, and Reuse… 
Don’t forget to check the 3 R’s board in Mrs. Smith’s office under 
the sliding window for things that you might have around your 
house that you can donate to the preschool.  So far, we have had 
several items donated that our classes are using.  Thanks again for 
helping us.  Remember, please do not go out and buy the items.  It 
is for you to reduce at your house and recycle to the preschool and 
for the preschool to reuse.   



      

Happy, Happy, Birthday… 
 

Happy belated August birthday to: 
Madeleine B.– 4 years old 
Luke W.– 4 years old 
Conrad G.– 5 years old 
Trevor N– 5 years old 
Jaxon P– 5 years old 
 
Happy belated September  
birthday to: 
Ethan K.– 3 years old 
Caroline K.– 3 years old 
Daniel K.—4 years old 
Kaden K.– 4 years old 
 

Happy October birthday to: 
Jordan N.– 3 years old 
Khiana F.– 4 years old 
 

EXTRA, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUT IT! 
Parents, please make sure that your child has a backpack 
daily with an extra set of clothing inside.  This is for all 
classes!!!  It makes it SO much easier for your child’s teach-
ers to just get clothing from your child’s backpack instead of 
searching through our bin of extra clothes trying to find the 
correct sizes to fit your child.   Also, many children prefer to 
wear their own clothing instead of something from our ex-
tras.  Thanks for your help with this! 

Snack Reminder… 
 

Please remember to check your child’s monthly calendar that the 

teachers give you each month.  Snack means a food and a drink 

item for the number of children and teachers in the class.  We have 

had a few of you forget to bring snack on your child’s day which 

means that the teachers have to “find” enough snack for class that 

day.  If you forget, please send in a replacement snack for our spare 

snack supply.   

Parent/Teacher Conferences: 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

will be held on Monday, No-

vember 19 and Tuesday, No-

vember 20, 2018 this year.  

During the conference time, 

your child’s class will not meet.  

The schedule will be emailed 

to you by October 5, 2018 so 

that you have plenty of time to 

work this into your schedules.  

If your time will not work, 

please let me know so that I 

can try to rearrange the 

schedule. 



  Aluminum Can Fundraiser 

Update: 

 

The preschool will continue 

to collect aluminum pop 

cans as a fundraiser.   Thanks 

again for assisting us with this 

easy fundraiser.  The con-

tainer for cans is in the pre-

school office or outside by 

the kitchen door. 

Scholastic Book Orders 
News… 
You can now order your books 
online at www.scholastic.com/
bookclubs and the class activation 
code is GP7RC. Go to the parent 
page and click “Don’t have a User 
Name and Password?” link and 
then register your own user name 
and password.  When prompted, 
enter the one-time Class Activa-
tion Code shown above. We will try 
to have  book orders once a month 
using Firefly, Honey Bee, and See-
Saw.  You can still turn in paper 
order forms to the office. Please 
make your book payments payable 
to Scholastic Book Clubs and not 
to Sonshine Preschool. The next 
order is available now in the office 
and online and is due Oct. 17, 2018. 

Halloween… 

Sonshine Preschool does NOT celebrate 
Halloween since some costumes, pic-

tures, etc. are scary to many children 

and adults.  Please do not send in 

snacks with Halloween decorations on 

them.  This includes witches, goblins, 
ghosts, monsters, etc.  Bats and solid 

pumpkins (not jack-o-lanterns) are fine 

as this can be used as an animal or fall 

activity.  Thank you for your coopera-

tion regarding this matter.  



Sonshine Preschool participates in a few fundraisers throughout the school 

year to help cover costs for capital expenses that are not accounted for in 

the preschool budget.  The fundraisers that we will be participating in this 

year include: Aluminum Can Recycling and Scholastic Book Orders. 

 

When we have a fundraiser this year, the proceeds will benefit the remodel When we have a fundraiser this year, the proceeds will benefit the remodel 

of our playground to take away the existing sandbox and ball basket and of our playground to take away the existing sandbox and ball basket and 

implement a more green area with natural materials such a large boulders, implement a more green area with natural materials such a large boulders, 

tree stumps, tree cookies (dissections of tree trunks), and more.  Stay tuned tree stumps, tree cookies (dissections of tree trunks), and more.  Stay tuned 

for more information regarding the fundraiser and date(s) for tear out and for more information regarding the fundraiser and date(s) for tear out and 

installation.installation.  

  

Please remember that the doors will open for preschool at 8:55 a.m. for the morn-
ing class, doors will be locked beginning at 9:15 and remain locked until 11:40.  
Parents/Grandparents/Caregivers are requested to pick up their child or children in 
between 11:50-11:55 for the Preschool I, 11:55-12:00 for Preschool II classes, 
and 12:00-12:05 for PreK.  Pick up time for the Afternoon Enrichment class is be-
tween 3:00-3:05.  Our teachers are required to clean their classrooms, get activi-
ties ready for the next day or put everything away for the end of the week. Fami-
lies that continue to pick up their children late will incur a late pick up fee of $1.00 
per minute per child. 

If your have not turned in your child’s student form or 

immunization form, we need this information filled out 

and returned no later than October 2, 2018.  This infor-

mation was given to you in August and was requested 

to be turned in during the first week of school. 



Parents: 
 
Please make sure that your child bring jackets, hats, etc. each day as 
the preschool classes WILL go outside to play unless it is raining or 
temperature below 30.  Each class has 30 minutes daily for large motor 
development/recess.  Preschool I goes out at 10:00, Preschool II at 
10:50, and PreK at 11:20 for the morning classes.   

We need your HELP… 
Sonshine Preschool is in desperate need of  adults who would be willing to  
substitute teach in our classes in case of  a teacher (or both!) are out due to ill-
ness or personal reasons.  Currently, there are only 2 sub teachers for the morn-
ing classes. If  we do not have enough “subs” to cover when a teacher is out, we 
may have to cancel their class for that day.  You can get paid for your time ($8.00 
per hour) or volunteer your time.  Please email Mrs. Smith to indicate if  you 
would like to be on the sub teacher list. 

Walk Please 
 

Please remind your child or children to walk while in the school hallways.  
We do not want to see any of the children injured by running into others, 
running into corners of the walls, or running ahead of the parents or grand-
parents out into the parking lot.  I have seen several children running 
through the parking lot without their parent close by and are small enough 
not to see from a vehicle. 

Service Project Mission for Sonshine Preschool Families 
 

Each year, our preschool has supported The Salvation Army with a food 
drive either between Thanksgiving and Christmas or in February.  This 
year, we would like to support this organization 2 times instead of  just 
one.  In this service project, I am asking for our families to provide paper 
products such as toilet paper, boxes of  Kleenex, paper towels, trash 
bags, and diaper wipes as well as toiletry type items such as shampoo, q
-tips, hand soap, bars of  soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, and more.  We 
will begin our “Sharing for Caring” service project October 22-25, 2018.  
If  you bring items to donate, please put them along the main hallway wall 
going back towards the classrooms.   
 
In February, our preschool will do another service project for The Salva-
tion Army for “Sonshine Preschool is “Souper”!!”  with donations of  
canned or boxed non-perishable foods.  This will take place during the 
week of  February 18-22, 2019.   



Getting to know your child’s teachers 

Preschool II 

Mrs. Northacker: 

Favorite hobby:  

Group cycling and spinning 

Favorite book to read to children:  

My Cat Likes To Hide In Boxes 

Favorite song to sing with chil-

dren:  

If You’re Happy And You Know It 

using different emotions 

Favorite place to eat out: 

Cheddar’s 

Favorite holiday: 

Christmas 

Ms. McCurdy 

Favorite hobby:  

Scuba Diving 

Favorite book to read to children: 

Any Eric Carle book 

Favorite song to sing with chil-

dren: 

Hokey Pokey 

Favorite place to eat out: 

Sushi 

Favorite holiday: 

Thanksgiving 

Pre-Kindergarten 

Mrs. DiGregorio: 

Favorite hobby: Polymer Clay 

Favorite book to read to children: Brown Bear and Sophie’s Squash 

Favorite song to sing with children: I’ve Got The Joy Down In My Heart, Hokey Pokey, If 

You’re Happy And You Know It 

Favorite place to eat out: Brunos 

Favorite holiday: Christmas 

 

Mrs. Taylor: 

Favorite hobby: DIY Home Projects 

Favorite book to read to children: Goodnight Moon and anything Dr. Seuss 

Favorite song to sing with children: Baby Shark 

Favorite place to eat out: East End Grill 

Favorite holiday: Christmas 

 

Mrs. Smith: 

Favorite hobby:  Reading, hiking/walking 

Favorite book to read to children:  Tikki Tikki Tembo, Chicka Chicka Boom Boom, and  Over in 

the Meadow 

 Favorite song to sing with children: 5 Little Monkeys,  Sticky Bubble Gum, and any of our pro-

gram songs 

Favorite place to eat out: El Rodeo, Sycamore Ice Cream, and Longhorn 

Favorite holiday: All of them if my family is together! 

Preschool I 

Mrs. Houser: 

Favorite hobby:  

Scrapbooking 

Favorite book to read to children: 

Chicka Chicka Boom Boom 

Favorite song to sing with children: 

Two Little Black Birds 

Favorite place to eat out: 

Olive Garden 

Favorite holiday: 

All when I am with my family 

 

Ms. Hardy: 

Favorite hobby:  

Reading and Music 

Favorite book to read to children: 

Too Many Frogs 

Favorite song to sing with children: 

This Little Light Of Mine 

Favorite place to eat out: 

Arni’s 

Favorite holiday: 

Christmas 



Well Mamas and Papas, can you believe we have gone through a whole month of class! Let your hearts rest easy 
because they did awesome! We may still have some lingering tears but those vanish into air almost immediately after 
saying good-bye. Tears are normal and may happen from time to time when 
saying good-bye because good-byes are never easy. Please just let your child 
know it’s okay, you love them, and then say good-bye. This is sometimes hard 
for us as parents because our hearts may say they are not crying for me, they 
must not need me, this is not true. By being up front with your child and saying 
good-bye and then leaving gives them a sense of trust. Trust that you trust 
them to be here without you, trust in us that we will take care of them, and 
trust in the activities and learning we will be doing. This is a stressful for time 
for them, keeping a simple morning routine will help tremendously for their 
developing minds. Your children have been working extremely hard this first 
month in their independence and we ask for your help as parents. Please help 
us by saying good-bye and I love you at the door or right inside the classroom 
and allowing the children the opportunity to put their own backpacks and name tags where they go on their own. This 
will help promote independence as well as allow the children to choose the activities they would like to start the day off 
with rather than focusing on a negative thing like Mom or Dad leaving. We hope this will give us more of their beautiful 
smiles. Ms. Hardy or Mrs. Houser will always be at the door for any of our friends who need a little extra love and help 
during this process. We can’t truly thank you parents enough for allowing us to teach your children.   

We have greatly enjoyed getting to know your children and all the reasons God gave 
them to us, we have observed some challenges with our daily routine and the chil-
dren.  We are continuing to observe dislikes, likes, behaviors' and activities that work 
well but also that are a potential danger in our classroom. The teachers are continu-
ously working on creating a cohesive routine-based learning experience to help cater 
to all the children at all the developmental stages. We will be working on two main 
subjects a week rather than a themed week.  We are learning about colors and 
shapes per  week. This will help the children focus and retain the information at a 
more developmentally appropriate way. We will also start working on proper play 
etiquette in  more developmentally appropriate play. Here are some examples of the 
other objectives your children will be focusing: We will be continue to work on play-
ing with the blocks instead of throwing them at each other, we will practice manipu-
lating the play-dough and not eat it, we will be learning how to use constructive 
thinking to put a puzzle together instead of running around with the pieces or step-
ping all over them, we will continue to work on being gentle with our toys by taking 
one or two out at a time and not dumping the bin on our friends heads. We will also 
continue to work on playing next to our friends without hitting, scratching or biting.   

We want to keep to informed about your child’s education, and sometimes that means knowing the heavy infor-
mation as well as the fun information.  The children have loved the new activities we have put out since starting the new 
curriculum changes. We have worked on our fine motor skills through snipping blue paper, 1-1 corresponding blue square 
buttons into a container and hammering golf tees into Styrofoam. We have constructed skyscrapers and bridges, as well 
as had tea parties with teddy bears. We have started do-
ing exercises during circle time to refresh our body and minds and 
then rock out with a much-needed jam session to “Baby Shark.”  

This next month will bring lots of adventure and fun. The 
heat has calmed down so going outside will be more pleasurable 
for the children as well as it lets us do classroom activities outside. 
We will start to introduce the colors yellow, red and orange as well 
as the shapes triangle, rectangle, and star. We will talk about the 
harvest and what it means for us. Please remember that we do not 
celebrate Halloween at school. We look forward to continuing this 
journey with you and you children. Thank you for allowing us to be 
a part of their life and yours.   

 
 
Dates to remember Oct: 29th Fall Break NO SCHOOL  
                                     Nov: 19th/20th Parent/teacher conferences NO SCHOOL 
          Nov. 21st/22nd Thanksgiving Break NO SCHOOL  
 
Please check your children’s backpacks, since the weather is changing so should the extra set of clothes in their 

bags. Make sure the clothes are appropriate for the current weather, we will have days where we may go outside and 
play in the snow. This next couple of weeks we will start introducing the toilet to the children, meaning at bathroom 
break the children will start to sit or stand on the toilet to try and use the bathroom. Please continue to talk with your 
children about the bathroom and continue working on proper handwashing at home as this will help keep our bathroom 
times shorten. The children are doing a wonderful job and it has been an blessing to get to know each and every one of 
them.  

 
    Mrs. Houser and Ms. Hardy 



The children transitioned well into the classroom routine during the month of September. It is important that the children learn the 

rules of the classroom in the early weeks of school because that sets the tone for the rest of the school year. It is better for them to 

learn what is expected in the beginning then it is to try to “unlearn” habits later on that have been allowed to slide by. 

Learning the ways of the classroom does not have to be a chore, but this can be achieved using games, songs, repetition and 

gentle reminders. If you hear your child saying things like “use walking feet”, “stand in front of”, “carry your tray with two hands” or 

“I am patiently waiting”, then you know where they are hearing such phrases. Children this age love learning good manners so 

“please”, “thank you” and “you are welcome” are encouraged and embraced at all times. 

Now that the class is settling in, the teachers have been able to start working more one on one or in small groups with the chil-

dren. We have begun working with individual children with letters in their name. The child is learning the correct formation of each 

letter as he sees, traces and hears the sound the letter makes. We are starting with the lower case letters, and moving to other 

letters depending on how quickly each child is progressing. Some children already recognize many if not all their letters, while 

some are just beginning to show an interest. Your child should now be bringing home a little booklet to show you which letters he 

or she has been working on. This is the time to be learning the correct formation of each letter as a three and four year old before 

they are attempting to pick up pencils to “write”. A simple rule for parents to remember if your child is 

wanting to write is that they should start the letter “at the top” on almost all of the letters when print-

ing. 

Each of the shelves in the classroom has a variety of activities for the children to choose from each 

day that help them develop focus, hand and finger strength and coordination, independence and a 

sense of order. All of this skill development (also found in the art area) works together for future aca-

demic success. There is a lot of growth in children in this age group when it comes to writing, reading 

and learning. If they have been indirectly prepared with a good variety of activities to have the hand 

strength and skill to hold and guide a pencil, writing will not be as tedious to learn to write. The chil-

dren have enjoyed many games and songs using words, letters and numbers which will again indi-

rectly prepare them for academics. School and learning should be fun at this age and as our school 

year progresses, the children and teachers will share many moments of community fun. 

Themes this month included family and friends, apples and leaves and trees. 

Each day the children have access to painting at the easel, collage, play-

doh, scissors and drawing. Some of the children have begun combining the different art activities to 

make their own creations. In the fine motor skill area the children have had activities that use grasping, 

spooning, pouring, bead stringing, geo board with rubber bands, and scrubbing. Puzzles are a common 

choice in the classroom and many follow the weekly theme or letters and numbers. The focus has been 

on numbers 1-5, but we count the days of the month every day so obviously they are practicing beyond 

number five. At the sound table, the child has started with the lower case letters in his or her name. The 

manipulative shelf has several choices that can be done individually but more often in a small group. 

Sharing and taking turns are getting a lot of practice in this area. 

With the summer weather, we have been able to eat our snack outside at the shelter for a couple 

weeks before going over to the playground. The children love their time outdoors and we hope to con-

tinue doing that even as the weather eventually gets colder. When those days return, please be sure to send your child to school 

properly dressed. That means jacket, gloves, hat and these should be simple enough that your child can put them on by them-

selves. Children should also be able to put on their own shoes by themselves easily. They take their 

shoes off to dump the rocks out from the gravel on the playground at the end of our outside time. 

All of them can take off their shoes with no problem, but a few continue to struggle putting their 

own shoes back on. 

Coming up in October is a visit from the firefighters with the fire 

Truck and there will be a fall party on October 31st with all of Sonshine PreSchool. Our themes will 

be fire safety, cooking, pumpkins and shapes. 

We want to thank our parents for getting the children to class on time. We have had amazing 

snacks donated so far this school year with so many fresh fruits and veggies and tasty grains. Thank 

you to the families of Madeleine, Alex and Daniel for the donations of art supplies and pet food. A 

HUGE thank you to the families of Noah and Daniel for the playdoh. A special thank you to the 

family of Daniel for the generous creative constructors set donation in honor of his 4th birthday. One 

of our previous PreSchool II families, Aiden Park Kim (in PreK) donated some really neat activities for 

use in our classroom and the school. We are blessed to have so many families who think of our stu-

dents and their needs and want to enrich their school experience. 

We are in need of playdoh for October. We replace it often so we use it up quickly. The sign up is outside the classroom on the 

door. Many of you signed up on the green parent form so please sign up for the week you would prefer. 

Ms. McCurdy and I would like to thank you for trusting us with your children. They are all amazing and offer so much with their 

unique personalities. We are looking forward to the future months as we get to know them even more as the unique individuals 

that they are. 

Mrs. Northacker and Ms. McCurdy 

  



Welcome to Pre-K!  Our first month was great!  The kids have adjusted very well to the classroom and the rou-

tine.  They are learning the three different rotations of the Fields, the Barn, and the Stable and what to ex-

pect in each area.  We are very proud of them.  The children are also making new friends and learning the 

names of their classmates.   

 

Our first week was focused on becoming familiar with the classroom, our new friends, and the building.  We 

practiced writing our names,  went on a tour of our building, and began to learn our new friends names!  The 

children also learned how our daily routine would go with movement, music, the Pledge of Allegiance, our farm 

jobs, morning prayers, bathrooming and snack time, reading from our Bible daily, reciting our monthly Bible 

verse (September was “Trust in the Lord”  Proverbs 3:5. Have your child recite it for you!), rotating centers, 

and playground/downstairs rules.  We also began to learn our left from our right in all aspects of our day. This 

is a very hard concept for many children but your kiddos are learning this quick!!  We also learned how to be 

kind, making wise or good choices, being patient and waiting our turn, and being thankful for all that we have.  

We worked our fine motor skills with writing, using tweezers to find red items, created a self portrait, traced 

our A, B, C’s, sorted sensory objects, and created secondary colors with playdough. We also read the David se-

ries books to help us know how we should do things in our classroom and what not to do! 

 

A is for analyzing apple adventures!  During this week, we focused on learning about the letter Aa and numbers 

1-5.  We created our own apple pictures, sorted apple parts, rolled a dice to find out how many playdough apples 

we needed to create for our tree, traced numbers and counted seeds, measured the circumference of the ap-

ple, weighed and balanced apple on a scale, and  painted with apples cut in half! We also conducted a science ex-

periment using apples in water, vinegar, lemon juice, cooking oil, and air to predict what would happen one day 

and used our observation skills to determine if our predictions were correct or incorrect.    Tasting apples and 

deciding which was our favorite was a great way learn about apples, their skins, their cores, and their seeds as 

well as bobbing for apples with tongs, and  made our own apple dumpling!   The book that we read and dissected 

this week was The Apple Pie Tree. 

 

We introduced beans, barns, buttons, and bubbles during B-week.  Fine motor skills that we worked on this 

week included: stringing 10 beads onto a blue string, using tweezers to find hidden blue buttons in a bountiful 

bowl of beans, sorted small, medium, and large letter B’s into small, medium, and large blue bowls, sorted beans 

by the type of bean into containers, sorted beans by color into containers, matched upper and lower case let-

ters, painted with paintbrushes on bubble wrap to create beautiful art,  used scissors to cut upper and lower 

case letter Bb’s and glue onto the correct category, using dry erase markers in writing the letter B, rolling 

playdough into a letter Bb, and created a butterfly with different colored buttons.  Math skills that we worked 

on this week included: playing Button Bingo, Color and Shape Bingo, patterns from the Bushel Basket, counting 

10 beads, counted buttons to help us determine who can physically count object 1:1 correspondence, and worked 

on puzzles for spatial awareness.  Our story that we concentrated on the week was The Big Red Barn with char-

acters, setting, what happened first, second, third, etc., and re-telling the story for comprehension.  

 

C is for Cows in the Corn!  We had a field trip to Booher Farms to see cows, corn, and sit in a combine!  Thank 

you AJ and Amy Booher for showing us your farm!  Thank you also to all of the parents that joined us for our 

trip.  We have been invited back in the Spring for planting season!  We read the story Cows In The Corn and 

counted pieces of corn to help determine if the children can use 1:1 correspondence when counting objects, ex-

plored corks in water with tongs, drew the letter Cc with our fingers in cornmeal, created a corncob creation 

painting, used chalk to practice writing the letter Cc, and used scissors to cut straight, wavy, and zigzag lines 

for conferences.  We again used playdough to help us create the letter Cc.  Using playdough/clay/tweezers 

helps to build the muscles in their palms so that they can have more control of pencils/markers/crayons/small 

objects. 

 

October will be focused on the numbers 6-10, letters Dd, Ee, Ff, Gg, and a review of all the letters learned so 

far.  Our themes will be Dogs/Ducks/Donkeys, Eggs and Chickens, Farmers in the Fall, and Gardens and Goats.  

There will be another field trip planned for the month of October.  We would like to remind you that as the 

weather starts to cool off we will continue to go outside as long as it isn’t soaking wet from dew or rain. Please 

make sure your child has appropriate clothes, shoes, and jackets. 

 

Thank you for sharing your children with us!   

 

Mrs. DiGregorio, Mrs. Taylor,  and Mrs. Smith 

 



     Hello Afternoon Enrichment Parents, 
 
     We have had so much fun getting to know your little guys and girls!! We 
started off learning about family and friends through discussion, painting, and 
family manipulatives. We continue to learn about everyone through our family 
style lunch setting. Its so much fun!! Next we learned what you need to make ap-
ples grow! We made no bake apple pies! We bobbed for apples and did apple 
stamping!  
 
 We Learned all about trees and leaves!!How trees grow and why the leaves 
change color. We painted with all different types of leaves! We went on a scaven-
ger hunt to find items for a collage. The children have done so well learning our 
lunchtime prayer and farewell song. They really enjoy our music time as well.  It 
has been been so much fun watching them grow in the short amount of time that 
we have had them. September has been so much fun. We are looking forward to 
the things to come in October. We will be learning about fire safety, doing some 
cooking, learning shapes, and of course pumpkins!!!! We will be working on our 
vowels and the numbers 1-5.  
 

   Thank you so much for giving us the opportunity to work with your children. We 
absolutely love it. Its such a blessing getting to watch them learn and grow every-
day, and we are so happy to get to be a part of it. if you ever have any questions 
or concerns please feel free to come to any of us anytime!  
 

Ms. Hardy, Ms. Houser, Ms. Mccurdy 

 

**we have had a lot of sick kiddos. Please be encouraging your children to 
cough, sneeze into their elbows, and wash their hands. Thank you so much!! 


