april
2019
April is here and with it hopefully warmer temperatures
and plenty of sunshine will grace us and not go back to
winter like in years past. April will be kind of a crazy
month at Sonshine Preschool as the preschool will have
Parent/Teacher conferences on Wednesday, April 17 and
Thursday, April 18 for Preschool I, Preschool II, and
PreK, and no Afternoon Enrichment at all that week
(April 16th-18th).
At the end of April, I will send out a financial statement
showing you the payments that you have made and the
balance of tuition that you owe for the 2018-2019 school
year. Our tuition is divided evenly over 9 months so the
tuition due for May will remain the same as the previous
months that you have paid tuition. Please keep this for
your tax records for 2019 as these are not kept by the
preschool at the end of each school year.

Afternoon Enrichment Families:
Just a reminder that we will NOT have Afternoon Enrichment during the week of
Parent/Teacher Conferences (April 16,17,
18) so that our teachers have enough time
to complete your child’s conference forms
to present to you.

Illness Policy for
Sonshine Preschool:
If your child has a fever
of 100.5 or higher, pink
eye, heavy greenish nasal discharge, persistent
cough, strep throat,
chicken pox, hand, foot,
and mouth disease, or
has been vomiting,
please keep your child at
home until he or she is
symptom free for 24
hours before returning to
class. This means symptom free without Tylenol
or other symptom reducing medicines.

If you need to get a
hold of the preschool
during the daytime
hours, please call 463
-7513 for the preschool office. You
can also call Mrs.
Smith on her cell
phone at 714-8429.
Your message will
then be relayed to the
classroom teachers.

2019-2020 Pre-Registration
Pre-registration for the 2019-2020 school year is in full
swing. Extra pre-registration forms are available in the office. The non-refundable registration fee is $40.00 which
guarantees your child or children a space in the class. All
enrollment is done on a first come, first served basis. If you
want your child enrolled next year, don’t delay!

2019-2020 Tuition Amounts

Tuition amounts for Sonshine Preschool for next
school year are:
2 days per week- $110.00 monthly; $50.00 annual
supply fee
3 days per week- $140.00 monthly; $50.00 annual
supply fee
4 days per week- $173.00 monthly; $50.00 annual
supply fee
2019-2020 enrollment numbers as of 3/27/19
I wanted to give you the current enrollment numbers for our classrooms for next
school year.
Preschool I-AM Monday/Wednesday– 7 open spaces
Preschool I-AM Tuesday/Thursday– 3 open spaces
Preschool II– 4 open spaces
PreK-AM– 1 open spaces for 18 enrolled; 4 open spaces for 21 enrolled
Afternoon Enrichment– 4 open spaces for Preschool II and PreK. We have a waiting list for children who will be in Preschool I .

Extra Clothes…
Please remember that we are requesting each child from Preschool I
through Pre-K have an extra set of clothing in their backpacks on a
daily basis. There are several reasons that this is requested.
 Children are much more comfortable in their clothing than in the
extra clothes here at school
 It is easier for the teachers to get the extra clothes out of a backpack than to search through our tub of clothes looking for the correct sizes of underwear/panties, shirt, pants, sock, etc.
 If we do not have the correct size clothing for your child, he/she
may end up in clothing too small, too big, summer clothes during
winter, or winter clothes during warmer months, etc.

Happy, Happy, Birthday…
April Birthdays
Yune K.

4 years old

Sonshine Preschool City Bus Field Trip
will be at 9:30 a.m.:
Monday, April 22, 2019 for Pre-Kindergarten
Tuesday, April 23, 2019 for Preschool I, Preschool II
Parents are welcome to attend...please let us know before this date if you plan to ride the bus with us!

Aluminum Can Fundraiser Update:
The preschool continues to collect aluminum pop
cans as a fundraiser. Thanks again for assisting us
with this easy fundraiser.
I do have one request for anyone bringing in
cans. The metal tabs are collected by area 4-H
clubs as a contest to see which Tippecanoe
County 4-H club can donate the most pounds of
pop tabs. I would like to have one non-profit
group help another by collecting the tabs from
aluminum cans. You can put the tabs in ziploc
style baggies and just put on the preschool office
desk. The tabs will be donated to various clubs
throughout the local area.

Roar ! 2019
Summer Sonshine VBS Day Camp will be July 8-12, 2019.
Summer Sonshine is a day camp from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for children who will be entering
Kindergarten through 7th grade in the Fall 2019. Registration will be available beginning
in April on the West Lafayette Christian Church

You are cordially invited
to attend our Spring Program,

Music Mania

Starring Preschool I, Preschool II, and PreK
On Thursday, May 2, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.
Please have your child in his or her classroom
no later than 6:15 the night of our program to allow
children time to put on their costumes.
Refreshments will follow at the
Picnic shelter.

Some general reminders for all preschool families:






















Remember to use the first drive-way to enter and
the back drive-way to exit our preschool so that
traffic all flows the same direction, never drive under the covered portico/drive-way area for the
safety of all
Remind your children to walk in our hallways instead of running
Tuition is due by the 8th of each month. If not, a
late fee of $20.00 will be assessed.
Please remember to make sure that all snacks are
free of any type of nut or nut products. This also
includes trace amounts of nuts that are in many
crackers, granola bars, and cookies.
We are also requesting no juice boxes for snack.
The children are learning to use eye-hand coordination to pour their own drinks in all preschool
classes.
The preschool provides cups and napkins for daily
snack. If your child’s snack requires a spoon, fork,
plate, serving utensil, please send with the snack.
Annual Spring Program will be Thursday, May 2,
2019 at 6:30 p.m.
Pre-Kindergarten Graduation will be Wednesday,
May 8, 2019 at 6:30 PM.
Sonshine Preschool will begin on August 28, 2019
with parent and child classroom visitation for
Preschool I Monday/Wednesday and Tuesday/
Thursday, Preschool II, Pre-Kindergarten, and Afternoon Enrichment.
First day of class on Tuesday, September 3, 2019 for
the 2019-2020 school year for Preschool I T/Th, Preschool II, Pre-Kindergarten, and Afternoon Enrichment.
First day of class on Wednesday, September 4, 2019
for the 2019-2020 school year for Preschool I M/W.

Playground Remodeling Project
Sonshine is excited to announce a playground remodeling project! This
will include an expansion of the playground area, and will allow for the inclusion
of more naturalistic playground features as well as an outdoor classroom area.
Staff members have been in touch with Seth Crussel, an urban design specialist, to
plan this project, but we also want to keep Sonshine families updated and involved in this process.
Benefits of an outdoor classroom are immense and wide-reaching. Children who spend more time playing outside show stronger physical development
and capability, and are setting a pattern for an active and healthy lifestyle. They
also show cognitive benefits such as self-initiated learning and a stronger interest
in math and science (fostered through connection with nature). Psychological
benefits such as happier moods and higher self-esteem lead to a more balanced
classroom.
We are still working on the estimates for what this remodeling will cost, but
are focusing on frugality in our planning. For example,
one of our parents is creating several wood stepping
stumps of various heights instead of ordering four to
five stumps for $275-$475 from our playground catalogs. We are getting a similar donation of 20-30 stepping boulders (if ordered, a set of 5 stepping boulders is
$795). These are just a couple of the ways we are
achieving our goal of finding different avenues to decrease the overall cost. Many more items to build/donate will be in a flyer in the
next few days.
Other ideas we have for additions to our natural playground (and their average catalog prices) include an embankment slide ($1000-$3400), a water tray/
pump ($700-$2000), outdoor art easels ($800-$2000), a sun shade ($2000-$4000),
a rain barrel ($50-$100), and engineered wood chips. Additional costs will include
land moving equipment, fine washed sand, and a dump truck for material transportation. Many of these items we believe that we can build less expensively than
purchasing from a vendor.

As of
right now, this project may have to be accomplished in two separate phases, depending on timing and finances. Phase 1 would include clearing out the brush area
for a 45’x60’ ft expansion behind the current playground. Our families can help
assist with this phase in an upcoming work session on Saturday, April 6, 2019 beginning at 8:30 (weather permitting) which we will work on clearing the brush for
initial expansion. Other additions to the playground area will be done in Phase 2
in April/May/June as materials are made and purchased.

March has been so exciting! We learned a lot, and tried many new classroom activities. We were
even able to say Good-bye Winter and Hello Spring!
The first week in March, we focused on shapes and the number 8.
Some of our favorite activities included finger painting different
shapes, making a shape book, matching shape buttons on our shape
house, cutting out shapes from Play-Doh, and sorting our shapes from
big to little. We are all getting so good at naming our shapes!
We then moved on to cutting and the number 8. Using our scissors is
a difficult task to master, but we all worked hard to improve this skill.
We cut hair on paper bag faces and fringed yellow circles to make our
own sunshine. We used hole punchers to strengthen our hand muscles
at the sensory table. Our favorite activity was using scissors to cut
Play-Doh into little pieces.
The next week was all about colors and the number 9. Our week
was short but we still had a lot of activities to do! One activity was
spinning rainbows on coffee filters. Another was practicing our
hand-eye coordination by making rainbow necklaces out of cereal.
Our favorite was cutting different colored straws into pieces. It
was so fun watching the pieces fall when we cut them!
Our last week in March we learned about Noah’s Ark. We read the
story from the Bible and learned that God told Noah to build an ark, brought two of every animal to
go in the ark, made it rain for a long time, and made us a rainbow promise. We had animal, rainbow, and rain activities, but our favorites were coloring with the rainbow and painting with rainbow
colors using shaving cream.
When we come back from Spring Break, we will review our
shapes and colors, work on gluing, and learn about Easter. Some
activities that we have coming up in April include:
April 16 Easter Party
April 17-18 Parent teacher conferences
April 23 City Bus Field Trip
When we come back from break, we will be going outside for our gross motor time. While getting
ready to go out, we will practice putting our coats on and zipping them up!
Thank you for allowing us to share this time with your children. It has been a blessing helping
them to grow and learn!
Mrs. Houser and Ms. Hardy

Preschool II was really moving the first two weeks of March as the theme was transportation.
The class started the month with a focus on transportation on land. (books: “This Is The Way
We Go To School” and “The Wheels on the Bus”) The children were able to explore many activities that connected with the cars, trucks and trains that they see in their own environment.
They could complete puzzles, lace shapes, color by number, free play on the carpet town
mat with cars, and even trace vehicles on the light table. Since the letter focus was Tt, the
children learned a new color ,“turquoise”, learned how to play tic tac toe, tackled pvc tubes
in water at the sensory table, and did several activities involving triangles. The fun really
moved along when we turned our focus to trains (books: “Freight Train” and “The Little Engine
that Could“). W e created our own train tracks with material provided, traced and recreated 4 basic shapes, and worked on dot to dots with numbers and uppercase letters.
Boats and air transportation (books: “Sail Away”, “Boats” and “Airplane Ride”) were our
modes of transportation during week 2.. Water transportation fit right in with our letter W and
the children created water color paintings of sailboats which we hung in our hallway. The
children also sorted transportation items and graphed how many of each they had, explored
boats in water, and created a shapes sailboat. The children learned that travel by air can be
done in a number of different ways - airplanes, helicopters, hot air balloons, and spaceships.
The second week also had a focus on numbers 16-20. Number jar had 17 worms to count and
sort by size. Then, because our letter of the week was W, we made waffles on Pajama Day!
The third week started our plants and flowers theme. The children made individual organic
flower gardens. Each child scooped and measured perlite, peat moss, mortar sand and
mushroom compost, and mixed and filled their plastic bag. Most of the children had never
handled real worms before, so we witnessed some bravery, some excitement, and yes, some
refusals to transport three or mare red wigglers to their gardens. They planted marigolds, zinnia and alyssum seeds. The children also decorated clay flower pots with oil pastels, and are
growing another color of marigold flowers. We are hoping that upon our return from Spring
Break we will be met with some growth in most of the gardens and pots. Books we read included “The Plant Family” and “Grow, Flower, Grow”. The first day of spring finally arrived midweek, so the children enjoyed the book “How Do I Know It’s Spring”. The foam flowers they
made were all unique and pretty. The children were able to plant and water “tulips” in dramatic play, planted flowers to match the numerals 16-20, and many children enjoyed tracing
their friends’ names and making name books. The last day before break was busy with two
special programs. PreK invited our class to enjoy the Columbian Park Zoo visit. Then later that
morning, Mary Cutler, a naturalist from Tippecanoe County Parks, returned to our class to enrich our them of plants and flowers.
With the promise of warmer weather being around consistently, the class will continue going
outdoors most days. Because of the gravel on the playground, many children find they have
rocks in their shoes. We have the children dump the rocks out of their shoes at the end of
playtime. Please help your child and the teachers by sending your child in shoes that he or
she can take off and put on without assistance. It is so rewarding for teachers to witness the
pride of a child who can take care of his or her own jacket and shoes after months of learning how.
April includes increased practice for the Spring Program. Parents will be so proud and impressed by their performance! The CityBus field trip brings new limited seating restrictions such
as how many parents can ride and the exclusion of siblings. The most important and exciting
theme coming in April is Easter. The joy of this most wondrous day and the days proceeding
Easter will help our children begin their lifelong journey of what Easter brings to our lives as loving Christians. Parent and Teacher conferences will also be held on Wednesday, April 17
and Thursday, April 18.

Mrs. Northacker & Mrs. Smith

Letter U week was full of unique things. The kids all chose and decorated their Underpants
and had a great time doing it. They worked on their cutting skills by cutting out the letter U and creating tiny cuts of grass for their Underground masterpiece. We made patterns with Unifix cubes and
then copied those patterns on to paper to practice our pattern making skills. We talked about the two
sounds U makes and lots of great U words. We worked on strengthening the muscles in our hands
by playing with Play-Doh and really cool and unique putty. We worked on counting and writing the
number 23, making our way through a U maze, and sorting letters from numbers.
Review week was full of lots of great learning activities. The kids all worked hard learning to
write their names with the proper upper- and lower-case letters. They were given the chance to be
creative by making their own masterpiece paintings and they loved it! They practiced tracing
shapes and recreating shapes like circles, squares, triangles, diamonds, ovals, and rectangles.
They created a picture by connecting the dots by number and also worked on writing numbers 1-20.
All of the kids did an amazing job finding and filling missing numbers up to 20. The children also
used their cutting skills to cut out body parts and place them correctly to show that they have an understanding of which parts go where. The kids imagined in the Food Market, built with Legos, put Mr.
Potato Head together, and worked on puzzles.
V week was Very fun. We learned about the different types of volcanoes and their eruptions.
The kids also learned how to make their own volcanic eruption in class. We also learned about Van
Gogh and made our own sunflower masterpieces using vegetables as our paintbrushes. We got to
have our Zoo Chat from the Colombian Park Zoo. They taught us about and allowed us to touch
both a lizard and a very slow vegetable eating sloth. This week we also explored with Ventriloquism
and Vikings, as well as Velocity using cars and various tracks. And, of course, we could not finish
the week without exploring animals that eat Vegetables. We continued learning about patterns, color
sorting and size sorting as well.
We have been working hard every day over the last few weeks on learning all of the words
and moves to the songs we will be performing for you at our Spring concert. The kids are doing a
fantastic job and we cannot wait for you to see them perform on May 2 nd at 6:30.

Important Dates:
April 17th and 18th No classes due to Parent/Teacher Conferences
May 2nd– Spring Program
May 8th – PreK Graduation

The first week of March, our theme was “Transportation,” and we learned all
about the different ways we can travel. The children created paper plate cars decorated with paint and different geometric shapes as well as colorful stop lights with
egg cartons and sticks. They also traced their shoes and decorated these drawings
with glitter glue, pom-poms, markers, and yarn. We read all kinds of books too
learn about the different forms of transportation and vehicles. We also sorted vehicles by color, played transportation bingo, and practiced different ways of using
our own feet to get around (walk, run, skip!).
We continued this theme into our second week of March. (Because of a teacher
conference, we only had two days of Afternoon.) Crafts this week included 3D airplane pictures which the children created by gluing two paint sticks together in a
criss-cross shape and then gluing these paint stick planes to paper. Then they
added cotton ball clouds! Other activities included a helicopter dice game and a hot
air balloon maze. This week, we read books about sky transportation.
Our third and final week of March we did the theme “Spring Plants/Flowers”. The
weather even cooperated with our theme, and we finally had a few warmer days!
We read books like “Five Tough and Tiny Seeds,” “Planting a Rainbow,” and “From
Seed to Plant” to help us learn all about how plants grow. The children “wrote”
their names using seeds, made tissue paper flowers, created floral fingerprint
paintings, and learned about the plant life cycle through a cutting and gluing activity.
We hope everyone had a wonderful Spring Break!

