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Some general reminders for 
all preschool families that I 

have are to: 
  remember to use the first 

drive-way  to enter and 

the back drive-way to exit 
our preschool so that traf-
fic all flows the same di-

rection, never drive under 
the covered portico/drive-
way area for the safety of 

all 
 remind your children to 

walk in our hallways in-

stead of running 
 Tuition is due by the 8th 

of each month.  If not, a 
late fee of $20.00 will be 
assessed.   

 Please remember to make 
sure that all snacks need 
to be free of any type of 

nut or nut products.  This 
also includes trace 
amounts of nuts that are 

in many crackers, granola 
bars, and cookies. 

 We are also requesting no 

juice boxes for snack.  The 
reasons include the juice 
boxes generally make 

more of a mess than juice 
in a cup, it takes longer to 
prepare by sticking straws 

in the boxes than pouring 
juice into cups or pitchers, 

and many children do not 
drink a whole juice box 
and most is thrown away. 

 We will be closed March 
25– 28, 2019 for Spring 
Break.  

 Sonshine Preschool will be 
closed March 14, 2019 as 
the teachers will be at a 

three day continuing edu-
cation conference in Indi-
anapolis. 

 Sonshine Parent/Teacher 
Conferences will be 
Wednesday, April 17 and 

Thursday, April 18, 2019 
for all preschool classes as 

the teachers speak with 
the parents at confer-
ences.  No Afternoon En-

richment on 4/16, 4/17, 
4/18 due to conferences. 

 

Illness Policy for 

 Sonshine Preschool: 

 

If your child has a fever of 100.5 

or higher, pink eye, heavy 

greenish nasal discharge, per-

sistent cough,  chicken pox, 

hand, foot, and mouth disease, 

or has been vomiting, please 

keep your child at home until 

he or she is symptom free for 24 

hours before returning to class.  

This means symptom free with-

out Tylenol or other symptom 

reducing medicines.   

 

As a staff, we are encouraging 

all children to wash their hands 

regularly and frequently with 

soap and water.  The teachers 

are continuing to spray/wipe 

down all activities with Lysol be-

tween morning and afternoon 

sessions as well as at the end of 

each day.   

Weather Cancellations… 
 If Sonshine Preschool 

will be closed due to in-

clement weather, I will 
email all of you by 7:30 

a.m., have it posted on 
www.wlfi.com, and 

change the answering ma-

chine message to reflect 
the closure. Just a re-

minder that if Tippecanoe 

County School Corpora-
tion (TSC) closes due to 

weather, we will also be 

closed (see parent hand-
book).  If TSC is on a 2 

hour delay, all classes will 

operate on a one hour de-
lay and begin class at 

10:00 instead of 9:00 (see 

parent handbook). 

If you need to get a 
hold of the preschool 
during preschool 
hours Monday or Fri-
day,  please call 463-
7513 for the preschool 
office.  You can speak 
with our office volun-
teers and leave a mes-
sage or call  Mrs. 
Smith on her cell 
phone at 714-8429.  
Your message will 
then be relayed to the 
classroom teachers. 

Frosty the Snow-
man… 
 

Have you seen all of the 
snowmen pictures in 

our hallways?  Take a 
look at all three classes 
as all three used the 

same direction pictures 
to paint their own snow-

men.  These pictures 
give you a time line on 
the developmental 

stage at each age group 
with Preschool I mostly 
wanting to just paint 

and not look at the ex-
amples to follow (which 
is expected at this 

age!), a little more 
structure to the Pre-
school II pictures, and 

Pre-K forming more cir-
cles, adding more detail, 
and having more control 

of their paint brushes.    
Great job Sonshine  

Preschool kids!   



2019-2020 Pre-Registration  

 

Pre-registration for the 2019-2020 school year will 
begin on Monday, February 18, 2019.  Extra pre-
registration forms are available in the office. The 
non-refundable registration fee is $40.00, which 
guarantees your child or children a space in the 
class.  Open enrollment for those outside of the 
preschool will begin on Monday, March 4, 2019.  
All enrollment is on a first come, first served  
basis.    

Office Volunteers  

Sonshine Preschool  has  permanent office volunteers 

every day!  Thank you to Andrea Criss, Abby Newkirk, 

Valerie Krutsinger, Janet Page, and our Purdue intern, 

Sophia Bergmann.  Thank you for serving the preschool! 

God is “Soup”er donations for The Salvation Army  
As a service project for February, Sonshine Preschool in con-
junction with the Outreach Ministry Team of West Lafayette 
Christian Church are inviting all preschool families as well as 
WLCC families to donate non-perishable foods for the local 
Salvation Army during the week of February 18-21, 2019.  I 
can’t think of a better way to show God’s love during the 
month of February than to help and serve others in our com-
munity.  All donated food items will be delivered Monday, 
February 25, 2019. 



2019-2020 Tuition Amounts 

Tuition amounts for Sonshine Preschool for next school year are: 
 

Preschool I: 

2 days per week- $110.00 monthly; $50.00 annual supply fee 

4 days per week- $173.00 monthly; $50.00 annual supply fee 

Preschool II: 

3 days per week- $140.00 monthly; $50.00 annual supply fee 

4 days per week- $173.00 monthly; $50.00 annual supply fee 

Pre-Kindergarten: 

4 days per week- $173.00 monthly; $50.00 annual supply fee 

Afternoon Enrichment: 

3 days per week- $140.00 monthly; $50.00 additional supply fee 

 

If you have more than one child enrolled in Sonshine Preschool, 

the younger child/children will receive a 10% discount off their 

monthly tuition rate. 

   

Extra Clothes… 

Please remember that we are requesting each child from Preschool I 

through Pre-K have an extra set of clothing in their backpacks on a 

daily basis.  There are several reasons that this is requested. 

 Children are much more comfortable in their clothing than in the 

extra clothes here at school 

 It is easier for the teachers to get the extra clothes out of a backpack 

than to search through our tub of clothes looking for the correct 

sizes of underwear/panties, shirt, pants, sock, etc. 

 If we do not have the correct size clothing for your child, he/she may 

end up in clothing too small, too big, summer clothes during winter, 

or winter clothes during warmer months, etc. 

 We don’t always get back the clothes that we lend out which de-

pletes out supply of what we have to offer. 

 It takes one teacher out of the classroom for a longer amount of time 

and throws the child/adult ratio off. 



Happy, Happy, Birthday… 
February Birthdays 

Felix W.      3 years old 
Sophie W.   3 years old 
Sara M.     4 years old 

Justus O.    5 years old 

  Aluminum Can Fundraiser Update: 
 

The preschool continues to collect aluminum 

pop cans as a fundraiser.   Thanks again for as-

sisting us with this easy fundraiser.    
 

I do have one request for anyone bringing in 

cans.  The metal tabs are collected by area 4-

H clubs as a contest to see which Tippecanoe 

County 4-H club can donate the most pounds 

of pop tabs.  I would like to have one non-

profit group help another by collecting the 

tabs from aluminum cans.  You can put the 

tabs in Ziploc style baggies 

and just put on the preschool 

office desk.  The tabs will be 

donated to  the Ronald 

McDonald House.   

 

 Sonshine Preschool City Bus Field Trip will be: 

 

**Monday, April 22, 2019  

at 9:30 a.m. for Pre-Kindergarten and Preschool I M/W 

 

   **Tuesday, April 23 , 2019  

at 9:30 a.m. for Preschool II and Preschool I T/Th 

 

 

Scholastic Book Orders 
News… 
 
You can now order your 
books online at 
www.scholastic.com/
parentordering.    You 
can still turn in paper or-
der forms to the office. 
Please make your book 
payments payable to Scho-
lastic Book Clubs and not 
to Sonshine Preschool. 
The next book orders will 
be due February 20, 2019.   

Just a reminder… 
Please remind your child to 
leave their personal toys, 
stickers, candy, chap stick, etc. 
at home or in your vehicle and 
not bring it to class.  Some 
items are becoming a huge dis-
traction or a behavior issue 
within our classrooms.   

Purdue Speech and Hearing Clinic 
The Purdue Speech and Hearing Clinic will visit Sonshine Preschool 

on the morning of February 27, 2019.  Screenings will be con-

ducted for any child age 3 years old or older.  Permission forms 

and an information sheet will be in cubbies within the next couple 

of weeks.  Payment for the clinic is payable to Purdue University.  

The cost is $8.00. 



Wow! We have completed our first month back after Christmas Break.  Our class is 

once again settling down into a routine after our break. Thank 

you, parents, for helping by continuing to encourage your chil-

dren to be independent and enter the room to complete their arri-

val routine!  We continue to see so much growth with each child! 

 

The first week in January we focused on the color, white, the 

number 6, and diamonds. Some favorite activities this week in-

cluded painting with salt, scooping and counting pompom snow-

balls, putting buttons on snowmen, and 

drawing with white chalk on black  

paper. 

 

We then moved on to purple and circles. We read the book, 

Harold and the Purple Crayon by Crockett Johnson.  The 

class enjoyed creating pur-

ple pictures like Harold by 

using purple yarn!  We also enjoyed coloring on pur-

ple paper with white pencils and crayons, pouring 

practice, and creating circle paintings with red, blue, 

and purple paint. 

 

The next week we reviewed cutting, shapes, and the 

number 6.  We reviewed our shapes by matching 

snowmen, playing with foam blocks in the sensory 

table, and tracing different shapes with dry erase markers.  We practiced our cutting 

by cutting lines on a paper, and by cutting play dough 

with play dough scissors.  Everyone enjoyed creating 

their snowman for our snowman activity.  Watch for 

our pictures to be hung in the hallways! 

 

Our final full week in January brought several changes 

to our schedule with closings and delays!  Our focus 

this week was the Bible story of David and Goliath and 

the number 7.  We used this story to learn about oppo-

sites.  We talked about how David, even though he was little, was helped by God to 

defeat the great big giant, Goliath.  We sorted pompoms into small, medium, and 

large, and placed 7 straws in order from smallest to largest.  Our favorite activity this 

week was creating our own opposite books.  The children were so excited to take 

them home and share them with their families! 

 

We are looking forward to our activities in February.  Our adventures will continue 

with learning about God’s love, Friendship, Numbers and Shapes. 

 

Thank you for allowing us to share this time with your children.  It has been a bless-

ing getting to know each one of them! 

Mrs. Houser and Ms. Hardy 



The children returned from the holiday break all ready to be back and ready to learn! The teachers were ready 

with plenty of fun and enriching activities to explore and learn from. The first week’s theme was “Winter and 

Snow”. Art projects included crayon resist painting, cutting paper snowflakes, and spool painting. In sensory they 

dropped liquid watercolors onto jars filled with shaving cream. Dramatic play had everyone enjoying washing 

dishes alongside a friend who dried - what great preparation for a household chore! The letter Dd was the focus 

as the children had activities that included the letter - writing and tracing the letter, making donuts, dinosaurs, 

dolls and dishes. Books read included : “The Biggest Snowflake”, “Snow!”, and “Detective Dog and the Disap-

pearing Doughnuts”. Unfortunately the donut making turned out to just be a process activity as the results were 

not edible. The children did very much enjoy searching for the 10 colorful donuts hiding around the room. We 

never did find the 10th one after very thorough searching. We suspected someone had snuck in and ate it! Both 

the Mystery Bag with letter Dd items inside and the Number Jar filled with ducks and dogs for counting more 

than/less than and finding patterns are always a big hit with the children. 

The next week lead into Snow Fun! and the weather cooperated by bringing real snow outside. Although the low 

temperatures didn’t allow us to go outside, we did the next best thing and brought the snow indoors. The children 

colored the pans of snow with colors that resembled huge bowls of snow cones. The Break the Ice game was 

well received as friends spent a lot of time putting the ice cubes back in the frame then they actually spent 

pounding them out again. (Good fine motor practice!) . The manipulative shelf included letter Kk activities in-

cluding kings, keys and K’Nex builders. Creative art activities included snowflake stickers, snowflake gluing , play-

dough, bingo dotters, and mitten lacing. Books read were “Sadie and the Snowman”, “Snowmen at Night”, and 

Jan Brett’s “The Mitten”. Dramatic play had Velcro food for cutting where four friends could sit and enjoy the 

food. Math activities included lining up 15 snowmen in order and another snowman 

building sequence activity to put in order of first through fourth. This week the class 

was able to complete the Progressive Snowman which shows how each develop-

mental age can follow directions from the adult. These will be displayed in the long 

hall from our class for your viewing. We enjoyed playing some mitten activities includ-

ing acting out The Mitten story and comparing and contrasting the mittens and 

gloves the children had brought in from home. 

Each day the children enjoy group snack which includes, washing hands, finding one’s name tag on the table 

and waiting until everyone has found their spaces. We then do the month’s bible verse, sing our please and 

thank you song and our “God is so Good” prayer song. Each child is individually invited to join the line to receive 

his snack basket. Using the proper utensil provided (spoon, spatula or tong), the child takes the designated num-

ber of the food provided, then adds his cup of water to the basket. While the children are eating, the teacher 

reads the bible story. Each child is responsible for courtesies such as putting his chair back under the table each 

time he gets up, chewing with his lips together, listening when the teacher is talking or reading and also for clean 

up - throwing away napkins and any leftovers, cups, clean his snack basket, table area and 

under the table. Yes, each day this routine is in place, and the children overall are complet-

ing what is expected. We are very proud of them! 

The third and fourth weeks had the themes of hibernation and migration. The children 

learned that animals that hibernate sleep deeper and for several weeks or months longer 

then we do. In dramatic play the children enjoyed playing in the bear cave filled with teddy 

bears to help keep them warm. The book shelf was full of many entertaining books on hiber-

nating animals including bears, ladybugs, hedgehogs and frogs and 

toads. The children had fun matching the toy animals to the pictures of 

the habitat the animal would choose. An interesting fact was that only 

the mother polar bears hibernate as they wait for their cubs to be born. 

The dads are out roaming the ice shelf. The most popular hibernating 

project was making the bear caves with the sleeping bear. Other activities that week were 

cutting strips of animals that hibernate, playdough, scrubbing the bear clean, and colored 

water eyedropper designs (those small round papers with the colors that 

came home). Our week on migration was cut short due to a delay and 

cancellation. We did have a visit from Mary Cutler from the Parks Depart-

ment. She showed the children a lot of different animal toys representing 

animals that migrate. We talked about how animals migrate usually to 

find food that is no longer available where the animals were usually due 

to it being too cold. She set up an obstacle course, and each child was a 

hummingbird who had to fly over tall buildings, jump through the forrests, go around the fox 

and swim over the oceans to get to its warm home to get nectar from the flowers. Then they 

had to fly back to the north as we sand the Migration song along the way. It was great fun and 

the children were very engaged in the activity. On that day, the children did a sorting activity as to which ani-

mals hibernate and which ones migrate. They also created some beautiful paintings with flying geese that are up 

on the wall outside the classroom. We had fun playing the migration (flying) vs. hibernation (asleep) game which 

was very active and at times noisy. 

February will be very busy with the themes of Dental Health, God’s Love/Friends, Ocean Life and Nursery Rhymes. 

Our classroom party will be on Thursday, February 14th in the classroom. Parents are invited to join in and we will 

do our best to fit everyone in the room! A sign up will be posted outside the classroom door for any donations, 

party helpers and how many to expect. Thank you to all the parents who have donated snack, birdseed, made 

playdough & anything else needed for the classroom. Your help makes the teachers’ workload easier. Remem-

ber when the temperatures get to be 30 degrees or higher and it’s not raining, we want to be back outside. 

Please send in appropriate clothing on those days. If in doubt, send the items in anyway, as sometimes we have 

to make the call at the last minute.                     Mrs. Northacker and Mrs Smith 



January certainly kept us all on our toes with all the delays and cancellations.  Even though 

our days were cut short the kids were still able to learn a lot and make great memories with their 

friends. 

M week was filled with lots of magical fun! We created crafts from marshmallows, worked 

on writing and tracing the letter M and we worked on counting money.  We had fun with painting 

with magnets and enjoyed using marbles to make creative colorful paintings.  We talked about 

how and why money is earned and the kids all know what jobs they want to do when they grow 

up. We reviewed our letters and numbers, played with magnetic toys and imagined in the food 

market.   

N week was all about noodles!! The kids painted all different shapes and sizes of noodles 

and used them to create a great piece of art.  We talked about the science behind cooking noodles 

and learned that the water must be hot.   We practiced our cutting skills, learned how to write the 

letter N and lots of words that start with the Nn sound.  The kids learned all about nutrition and 

how being a picky eater can keep you from trying new and yummy foods.  The kids got to taste sev-

eral new fruits that they had not tried before and many of them liked all of the new fruits.   

O week we learned about the letter O and the number 18. We also learned all about Owls. 

We used science to explore owl pellets and determine the kind of animals they ate. We also ex-

plored Ovals and Octagons. The students got to use their creativity to make geometric shapes with 

marshmallows and toothpicks. 

On P week we learned about the letter p and the number 19. We also explored cooking food 

that begins with the letter p, such as pies. The students Partnered-up to work on puzzles and lac-

ing. They also completed a progressive snowman craft.  Sadly, this was our shortest week, but we 

hope to incorporate PJ’s and Pancakes into Q week. 

 We will be having a Valentine’s day party on February 14.  Please keep an eye out for a 

sign-up sheet to help us make it a great party for the kids!!  

    Mrs. DiGregorio and Mrs. Taylor 



 Our theme the first week of January was “Winter and 

Snow,” and the children had lots of fun creating white glitter 

paintings with loofahs and creating snowflakes with mini marsh-

mallows and toothpicks. Our other snowy activities that week in-

cluded a “snowball fight” with recycled paper and practicing 

tracing skills with beautiful snowflakes. The children were also 

given the challenge of learning a new math game—stacking 

snowballs a certain number high by learning to roll and count 

numbers on two dice. The books we read that week included 

“The Snowy Day” (a little bit of preparation for the rest of Janu-

ary).  

 

 The second week’s theme was  “Snow Fun,”  and the chil-

dren played games that allowed them to compile a snowman pic-

ture with different pieces, as well as graph snow and ice with a 

rolling dice. We also decorated mittens and played a treasure 

hunt game with 10 snowmen in the Sanctuary (they were hidden 

a bit too well!). We read “The Biggest, Best Snowman” and “The 

Mitten”.  

 

 Our third week we moved into the themes of hibernation 

and migration, and we read “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt” and 

“Bear Snores on” among other books. We made caves out of  

Graham crackers and other edible treats, created roll and build 

bears, and created a turtle painting with rolling marbles. The kids 

loved learning about all of the different kids of animals and had 

lots of questions during story time.  


