
Sonshine Preschool is an outreach 

of: 

West Lafayette Christian Church 

1980 Lindberg Road 

West Lafayette, IN  47906 

(765)463-7995  fax 463-4026 

Sonshine Preschool Office 

Phone 463-7513 

Mrs. Smith’s cell:  714-8429 

Some general reminders for all pre-
school families that I have are to: 

  remember to use the 
first drive-way  to enter 
and the back drive-way 
to exit our preschool so 
that traffic all flows the 
same direction, never 
drive under the covered 
portico/drive-way area 
for the safety of all 

 remind your children to 
walk in our hallways in-
stead of running 

 Tuition is due the first of 
each month and not later 
than the 8th day.  If not re-
ceived by 12:00 on the 8th 
day of the month, a late fee 
of $20.00 will be assessed.  
If tuition is not received until 
the 12th of the month, the 
late fee is doubled to $40.00.   

  Please remember to 
make sure that all snacks 
need to be free of any 
type of nut or nut prod-
ucts.  This also includes 
trace amounts of nuts 
that are in many crack-
ers, granola bars, and 
cookies.  Also, we request 
NO juice pouches, boxes, 
etc. for snacks. 

 Please remember that Son-
shine Preschool will be 
closed for Christmas vacation 
from December 12 through 
January 6, 2020.  School will 
resume on January 7, 2020. 

 

Illness Policy for 

 Sonshine Preschool: 
 

If your child has a fe-

ver of 100.5 or higher, 

pink eye, heavy 

greenish nasal dis-

charge, persistent 

cough,  chicken pox, 

hand, foot, and mouth 

disease, or has been 

vomiting, please keep 
your child at home un-

til he or she is symp-

tom free for 24 hours 

before returning to 

class.  This means 

symptom free without 

Tylenol or other symp-

tom reducing medi-

cines.   

 

As a staff, we are en-

couraging all children 

to wash their hands 

regularly and fre-

quently with soap and 

water.   

Tuition Amounts 

Tuition amounts for 

Sonshine Preschool 

this year are: 

2 days per week- 

$110.00 monthly 
 

3 days per week- 

$140.00 monthly 
 

4 days per week- 

$173.00 monthly 
 

Afternoon Enrich-

ment- $140.00 

monthly 

 

Parents- 
The tuition for December will be your child’s 
normal tuition even those we are not in ses-
sion the entire month.  The annual tuition is 
divided equally over 9 months even though 
some months have 4 weeks and other 
months have 5 weeks. Since we will not re-
turn to school until January 7, 2020, all tui-
tion will be due by Friday, January 10, 2020 
without a late tuition fee added. Any tuition 
received after January 13 will incur a late 
fee.  You can also mail your tuition to the 
preschool at Sonshine Preschool,  1980 
Lindberg Road, West Lafayette, IN 47906 
before January 6, 2020. 

December 2019 

For unto us, a Savior is born... 



Getting to know your child’s teachers better 

Sonshine Preschool Staff Family Christmas Traditions 

Preschool I 
Ms. Hardy–  We make monkey bread on Christmas morning and eat while we open our presents one gift at 

a time. 

Mrs. Northacker- Our church always had a beautiful life size nativity scene towards the front of the church. 

I was the oldest sister of my 8 siblings and on Christmas morning I had the honor of taking the youngest sib-

ling to the front to see Baby Jesus lying in the manger. Our family filled an entire pew at church and at-

tending and sitting together had special meaning Christmas morning as we prayed and sang those beautiful 

joyous songs that celebrated the birth of Christ.  

      Preschool II 

Mrs. Gutwein- Our family loves Christmas. Last year we tried to have a real Christmas tree for our house 

and it was amazing. We could smell the pine around the house and we loved it so we decided to make it a tra-

dition for our family to have a real Christmas tree every year. We enjoyed and loved the time to pick out the 

tree at the Christmas tree farm as a family. Although this year we will have to skip the tradition because we 

will be in Indonesia for Christmas (yay for the trip!). Another tradition that we love to do as a family  is driv-

ing around and looking at the beautifully lit-up houses or drive thru the colorful Christmas lights display.  

Baking Christmas cookies and sharing them with family and friends is another tradition that we enjoy, me 

and my kids love decorating them and oftentimes we just eat the cookies while they are warm..yummm!! At-

tending a Christmas(or Christmas Eve) service at Church is also part of our tradition. Growing up, my 

parents with me and my siblings used to do this every year and I love to pass down that tradition to my kids.  

Mrs. Smith-  Our family cuts our Christmas tree every year .  We try to find unique handmade ornaments 

every year for  each family member.   We attend Christmas Eve service and spend the rest of the evening 

listening to Christmas music and opening our family gifts to each other.  When our children were younger, 

we gave our children only three gifts for Christmas to represent the gifts from the Magi .    
 

Pre-Kindergarten 

Mr. Bryan-Our Christmas family tradition is to attend a candlelight service at church on Christmas Eve. 

The service will be over before midnight, our whole family gathers at grandma’s house, have dinner and at 

midnight we receive Christmas with all types of fireworks.  

Mrs. Taylor– Our family attends Christmas Eve service with my parents and then back to their house for 

dessert and one present to open.  Christmas morning we go back to my parents for a big breakfast after 

opening our gifts at home. 

      Office 

Mrs. Williams-We go every year and cut a fresh tree, and we always watch " Christmas Vacation" while we 

decorate it!  

 

   Happy, Happy, Birthday… 
 

Anirudh G.  3 years old 
 

Jesus, born so many years ago 
    



Scholastic Book Orders News… 
You can now order your books online at www.scholastic.com/
bookclubs and the class activation code is GP7RC. Go to the parent 
page and click “Don’t have a User Name and Password?” link and then 
register your own user name and password.  When prompted, enter 
the one-time Class Activation Code shown above. We will try to have  
book orders once a month using Firefly, Honey Bee, and SeeSaw.  You 
can still turn in paper order forms to the office. Please make your 
book payments payable to Scholastic Book Clubs and not to Sonshine 
Preschool.  The next orders will be due in January 15, 2020. 

  Our preschool families and West Lafayette Christian Church families teamed up 

to donate paper goods items for people in our local community who need some 

assistance for our Caring for Sharing service project.  Thank you for 

your generous donations as we filled my vehicle with donations!! 

 

During the week of February 17-21, 2020 we will collect canned food 

items as we show God’s Love is Special and So Are You!  We will in-

vite the West Lafayette Christian Church family to join us and see if 

we can line our hallway!   



The season of fall has brought many sensory experiences for the children as they observed the changing colors of the leaves, felt the cooler air outside, en-

joyed the smells and taste of freshly opened ripened fruits and vegetables and heard the rustle of blowing dried leaves in the wind. These types of experi-

ences will stay with the children the rest of their lives and many will claim in their adult lives that autumn is their favorite season. We are grateful that God 

has given us these wonderful experiences to enjoy and embrace! 

 

We want to thank all the parents who have shared their time with us, should it be making playdoh for the class, shopping and preparing for snack, helping at 

the fall fest, coming to our Thanksgiving Program and attending parent teacher conferences. Your efforts all add up to making the children’s preschool ex-

perience the best it can be.  Again, thank you so much for what you do! 

 

The children have shown a lot of growth in many areas. As teachers, our being able to see the growth each day in cooperation, the taking of turns, the com-

passion shown for others, respect for peers, teachers and materials, sharing, community spirit, independence and being able to feel loved and trusted in the 

environment is quite rewarding. We are thankful to be teaching in a school environment where the children are cherished and sup-

ported by loving parents and guardians. God has blessed us to have found such a supportive and positive environment. 

 

Two areas that we are working on with the children that parents can help us with are – pedaling a trike and drinking from a cup that is 

not closed at the top. Riding a bike helps with full body sensory awareness along with visual stimulation. It also helps children with 

their attention and focusing on the task given to them. It increases muscle strength, improves stability and muscle coordination. We 

have just started spending more time in the downstairs room that has a few trikes their size. Many children choose the cars to “drive” 

instead of a trike with pedals to practice on. If you have a trike with pedals at home, that would help your child have more practice 

time. The children have been learning to pour their own snack drinks from a small pitcher. They pour into small cups. We do not use 

lids on drinking cups here. They don’t walk around with a drink so spills only happen at the table and maybe the floor. They are ex-

pected to clean up their own spills which most can do with little guidance. Maybe a few spill on purpose because cleaning messes at 

this age can be considered fun! 

 

At centers, the children have a large variety of hands on activities to help them develop coordination, independence, and sense of 

order. We can really observe how their minds are working when they attempt to stack or order objects in varying sizes, try to sort 

like objects together, how they follow or not follow the sequence of an activity, or hold scissors or writing tools to cut or draw. Over 

time, these skills continue to develop and we try to vary the activities enough to keep interest to continue practicing and repeating 

skills needed. 

 

In the carpet area we have more manipulatives to use either individually but more often in small groups of children. In the past 

month, favorite activities in this area have been: opening and closing containers, puzzles, tractor fun for harvesting time, different 

ramp toys with cars, building materials with magnet shapes,  untaping small cars from a board, hammering pop balls, different kinds 

of toys that use turning to place in holes or together and self care dressing frames like Velcro, zipper, button and snapping. 

 

 One activity that grew with interest was the tray with cards to match their name card with picture to the 

card with only the child’s name.  Some children only got to finding their own namecard, but others were working with classmates 

to find friends’ cards. Other children used the cards to be able to learn the names of their classmates. The children are doing a much 

better job of putting all the activities away when it is time. Some are more concerned about the proper place to return the toys then 

others! 

 

 In dramatic play there was the fruit and vegetable stand, throwing beanbags into designated spaces, and preparing Thanksgiving 

dinner. We think this is a sign of the times, but it looked like every child knew how to operate the microwave. There was a lot of 

button pushing that week. 

 

We rotated 30 different board books from the public library this past month and it seemed like each child had at least one favorite 

for us to read more then once.  The Thanksgiving books read tended to be a bit over their heads in understanding, but some should 

at least know what the Mayflower was. We focused more on showing gratitude when others do things for us and to encourage thanking others. 

 

For special art projects we did foot painting the corn on the cobs for our bulletin board outside the classroom, black paint using white ovals at the easel, fork 

painting turkey feathers for our Program decoration taped on the pews, raised salt painting now on our Art Wall, and watercolor 

painting felt turkeys. Free choice in art can include drawing, playdoh, chalk drawing or painting at the easel. 

 

At the sensory table, one week the children were drawing and washing a very large pumpkin, cutting and hole punching gray 

strips of paper, water with different boats. Usually two children are working side by side at this activity. We have a few children 

who visit the handwashing table often and they are getting the routine down better now. They have to go to the water source, 

squeeze the water out into the bowl, get hands wet, rub the bar of soap in their hands, scrub hands and then rinse hands in the 

bowl. After drying hands with the cloth, they pour the soapy water into the bucket under the table, and wipe out the bowl with the 

sponge. There are a lot of steps to follow and the children who keep going there are developing a good sense of order. 

 

We had two weeks of practice for the program in the Sanctuary so that used up some classroom time. However, the children 

seemed to enjoy the experience and their practice paid off for the Thanksgiving Program for parents and families. We were so 

proud of them! It was actually fun to work with them and help them with their first public performance. When we were going 

outside every day, there was a group of children who liked to perform to songs and stories up on that playground stage. Maybe  that gave them the experi-

ence of doing a show and expecting clapping? 

 

Due to weather changing we spent half of our weeks outdoors and the other downstairs. We had a small 

cross country team running the path over and over again outside. Some children prefer climbing the 

equipment or digging in the gravel. A few get turns on the swinging. The time passes quickly. Hopefully 

we will have some days of snow and warm enough to pull sleds out there. The children are doing a great 

job lining up to go outside or downstairs. We have learned two ways to line up – with partners or in 

single file. They all hold the railing and walk up and down the stairs. One skill at a time! 

 

December will be a short school month so we will be packing in a lot of activities in two weeks. Our 

classroom Christmas party is Wednesday December 11th. Ms. Hardy will have the information posted 

for needed help with donations and classroom assistance after Thanksgiving Break. Our focus is on Je-

sus this season and that is what your children will be learning about – Jesus is the Reason. In January we 

will be learning about snow, winter and the David and Goliath Bible story. 

 

We are sad that a couple of our students are moving away. Claire and her family moved to New Mexico 

and Anirudh and family will soon be moving to California. We welcome Sophia to our four day spot 

soon, and we have Ambrose taking our other four day spot in January.  Please  help our new families 

feel welcome to our PreSchool I Classroom! 

 

We wish everyone a blessed holiday season with your families. 

Mrs. Northacker and Ms Hardy 

 



Preschool II was so very grateful about harvest season and Thanksgiving during the month of  

November!  The Preschool II teachers are grateful for such awesome children that we get to 

teach each week!  Thank you for sharing them with us this school year. 

 

Letter Gg and the numbers 6-10 were great things to learn during the first week of November!  Fa-

vorite activities included painting with sponges using green and gold paint, tracing shape stencils, 

lacing beads, creating shapes with Geo boards and rubber bands, and finding “gold” in buckets 

of sand.  Free choice activities that the children enjoyed included geometric shapes, gears, Men-

tal Blox (a balancing activity with plastic blocks), and lacing beads.  The children love the Mystery 

Bag with letter of the week items to guess from the clues given by the teachers and the Number 

Jar with items that begin with the letter of the week.  The Number Jar is also used for counting ob-

jects, learning what makes a pattern, re-creating new patterns, learning more than/less than/

same as or equal to, and size differentiation, and vocabulary building.  A highlight of the week 

was reading the book Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss, cracking our own eggs into a baggie, 

and then making and eating Green Eggs and Ham!   

 

We are thankful for harvest, letter Hh, and numbers 6-10.  We read Let’s Celebrate God’s Blessings 

on Thanksgiving, Thanksgiving Mice, and Celebrating Thanksgiving and Giving Thanks as our class-

room prepared to celebrate Thanksgiving with our school program.  The children practiced each 

day the songs that we would sing and practiced with our puppets for a song called Appreciation.  

The children used fine motor skills by painted with corn, used plastic forks in paint to create turkey 

feathers, stamped letter Hh on turkey papers, used harvest cookie cutters and playdough, ex-

plored harvesting corn with tractors in the sensory table, cut straight lines on paper leaves, and 

used a sponge to transfer water from one container to another to help build needed palmer 

grasp muscles in their hands.  We will continue to build the palmer grasp in their hands to assist 

them in having stronger muscles and muscle control for needed learning activities.  

 

Letter Ii was very interesting and intriguing as the children used scissors and real leaves, sorted 

pumpkin seeds from candy corn, hunted for insects, and role played having a Thanksgiving feast 

with their friends.  The children created a picture frame (Monday morning kids only), created a 

foam craft Fall wreath, painted with ice cubes, used kinetic sand to make a turkey, and beaded 

8 pony (small) beads onto a turkey feather.  The children had to use their observation skills to find 

hidden pictures of 11 different insects.  Some of the insects were camouflaged very well and 

needed lots of clues to help the children find them.  Favorite stories included Ten Fat Turkeys and 

Thanksgiving is for Giving Thanks. The children practiced our songs a lot (even though they sang 

very quietly) and did a very nice job on stage for our Thanksgiving Program.   

 

We thank all of the parents who were able to attend our Parent and Teacher conferences the 

last week of November.  We enjoy getting to tell you how well your child is doing in our classroom, 

how much they have improved in self skills, cognitive development, fine motor skills, gross motor 

skills, social skills, and language development.   

 

In December, the focus on the month will be leaning about Jesus’ birth and about the very first 

Christmas.  The children will create their own CD ornaments with paint, work on fine motor skills for 

cutting and gluing, wrapping gifts, explore a Nativity activity, and learn a new Christmas song 

with sign language.  We will also focus on the letters Jj is for Jesus and Kk Jesus is King as well as 

the numbers 6-10 with a focus on numbers 9 and 10.  We will have a Christmas party for Preschool 

II on Wednesday, December 11 from 10:45-11:55.  We will need a few parents help with each ro-

tation/station and a sign up sheet will be posted outside of our classroom on December 2, 2019.   

 

When we return on January 7, 2020, we will welcome a new friend, Jing Rui Lei, who is from China.  

Our letters will be letters Ll, Mm, Nn, and Oo with numbers 11-15.  Themes wil be winter and hiber-

nation, mittens/snow/gloves/ice, nocturnal animals, and ocean creatures.   

 

Wishing your family the most joyous of Christmas seasons and celebration of our Savior’s birth! 

    

     Mrs. Gutwein and Mrs. Smith 



The month of November was full of lots of singing and practicing for our Thanksgiving 
program, and it really turned out great!!   

 
The first week of November we focused on how to write the letter H as well as the 

sound H makes and words that begin with H.  Our science experiment was all about Magic Milk 
and how food coloring reacts differently with milk.  We worked on writing our names with 
proper upper- and lower-case letters as well as our coloring skills. The kids used their cutting 
skills to cut out shapes and place them in order from smallest to largest. We read Going on a 
Bear Hunt and the kids used their great memorization skills to place pictures in the order that 
happened in the story.  The kids all did a great job building houses out of different shapes to 
practice their cutting skills again as well as shape recognition. 
 
 The next week we focused on the letter I.  The kids practiced writing the letter I and 
learning the sounds of I and what words begin with the letter I.  This week we begin our 
Thanksgiving Program costumes.  The kids all did a great job cutting out their feathers for their 
Indian Headdress as well making beautiful necklaces from yarn, straws and beads.  This week’s 
science Tuesday was about how to make popcorn kernels dance and they loved how the reac-
tion of baking soda and vinegar made the kernels dance.  The kids worked hard on their beauti-
ful Thanksgiving Placemats, we are so proud of how they all took their time and did their very 
best coloring.  There was free play with playdough available all week and it is always fun to see 
the creations the kids can come up. Our time this week and next was shortened due to our 
program practice but we still accomplished a lot of great things. 
 
 The third week (our last week due to Thanksgiving and parent/teacher conferences) was 
spent practice very hard for our program and working on the letter J.  The kids learned how to 
write the letter J and words that start with J.  The kids worked very hard decorating their pa-
per bad vest that they were during the program and we think they looked great! We learned 
about The First Thanksgiving and made a bracelet to help us remember. Ask your kids what 
each color stands for and see if they can tell you (We sent home the story just in case they 
forget). Cutting and matching skills were used at the end of the week to cut up a picture of an 
Indian boy or girl to then reassemble by matching up numbers 1-10 and 11-20.  Thursday was a 
great day for a Feast!! Thank you very much to all the parents that helped our Thanksgiving 
Feast go so smoothly.  The kids all loved having you there and so did Mr. Bryan and Mrs. Taylor. 
 

We look forward to getting back to our normal schedule in December and getting to 
teach the kids all about the real meaning of Christmas.  As a reminder our last day of classes 
will December 12th. 
 
 
               Mr. Bryan and Mrs. Taylor 
 



 

Afternoon Enrichment was grateful for our friends, family, and the fun that 

was had during the month of November.  The children have been learning 

what being grateful means with creative activities such as cutting a hands 

love card, completing a praying hands dot to dot, playing a gratitude 

game by matching color sticks and saying what they are thankful for, and 

drawing pictures of what they are thankful for.  We also read Thank You, 

God, For My Body, I Love You, Mommy, Hannah’s Prayer, and Please Is A 

Good Word To Say.  Our favorite activity was identifying numbers and us-

ing Skittles to represent the number!  This activity helped reinforce number 

recognition, one-to-one correspondence counting, and verbalization of 

the numbers by counting the Skittles for numbers 6-10. 

 

Week 2 was all about harvesting our Fall crops and being thankful.  Our 

creativeness was shown this week in cutting and gluing colored paper to 

corn cobs, painting with harvested vegetables, cutting and gluing harvest 

items to the letter H paper.  The children had fun playing a numbers game 

by rolling dice and covering the number with candy corn, rolled dice that 

had movement activities for gross motor development, and played Fall I-

Spy to find numbers and pictures.  Our favorite stories included The Little Pil-

grim, Happy Thanksgiving Biscuit!, and Thanksgiving is for Giving Thanks. 

 

Our third week of November focused on Thanksgiving.  The children loved 

creating their own turkey puppet from a paper bag, painting with Legos 

(who knew Legos could be used to paint and not just build with!), and cut-

ting out and putting a puzzle back together.  We worked our math skills by 

sequencing the Thanksgiving story, coloring their own placemats, and 

playing Thanksgiving Bingo!   

 

We thank you for sharing your children with us in the afternoon class and 

look forward to learning about Jesus’ birth and how Jesus, who was just a 

newborn baby, was our King in December. 

 

  Have a very thankful Thanksgiving with your families! 

 

   Mr. Bryan, Ms. Hardy, and Mrs. Smith 


