
Sonshine Preschool is  

an outreach of: 

West Lafayette Christian Church 

1980 Lindberg Road 
West Lafayette, IN  47906 

(765)463-7995  fax 463-4026 

Sonshine Preschool Office 

Phone 463-7513 

Some general reminders for all pre-

school families that I have are to: 

  remember to use the first 
drive-way  to enter and the 
back drive-way to exit our 

preschool so that traffic all 
flows the same direction, 
never drive under the cov-

ered portico/drive-way 
area for the safety of all.  
Please also parking ONLY 

on the blacktop part of the 
parking lot during the 
morning class time.  PreK 

has the last outside time 
and is walking through the 
gravel lot to return into the 

building and do not want 
cars/vehicles parked in 
that gravel area from 

11:45-12:00 please. 

 remind your children to 

walk in our hallways 
instead of running 

 Tuition is due by the 8th of 

each month.  If not, a late fee of 

$25.00 will be assessed.   
  Parent Conferences will be 

held during school hours on Mon-

day, November 25, 2019 and 
Tuesday, November 26, 2019 for 
Preschool I, Preschool II, and Pre
-Kindergarten.  During your 

child’s 20 minute conference 
time, your child may stay in the 
staffed Nursery and play at no 

cost to you. The nursery will be 
staffed Mrs. Williams.   

 Please remember to make 
sure that all snacks need 

to be free of any type of 
nut or nut products.  This 
also includes trace 

amounts of nuts that are in 
many crackers, granola 

bars, and cookies.  Also, 
we request NO juice 
pouches, boxes, etc. for 

snacks. 

Daylight Saving Time 
ends at 2:00 a.m. on Sun-

day, November 3, 2019.  
Be sure to change all your 

clocks back 1 hour. 

Illness Policy for 

 Sonshine Preschool: 
 

If your child has a fever 

of 100.5 or higher, pink 

eye, heavy greenish na-

sal discharge, persistent 

cough,  chicken pox, 

hand, foot, and mouth 

disease, or has been 

vomiting, please keep 

your child at home until 

he or she is symptom free 

for 24 hours before  

returning to class.  This 

means symptom free 

without Tylenol or other 

symptom reducing medi-

cines.   
 

As a staff, we are encouraging all 

children to wash their hands regu-

larly and frequently with soap and 

water.  The teachers are continuing 

to spray/wipe down all activities 

with Lysol between morning and 

afternoon sessions as well as at the 

end of each day.  Hopefully, we will 

have an early frost to help eliminate 

some of these germs that have 

caused havoc with all of you this 

fall. 

Tuition Tuition Tuition 

AmountsAmountsAmounts   
 

Tuition amounts 

for Sonshine Pre-

school this year 

are: 

 

2 days per week- 

$110.00 monthly 

 

3 days per week- 

$140.00 monthly 

 

4 days per week- 

$173.00 monthly 

 

“And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him.” 
   Colosians 3:17 



EXTRA, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUT IT! 
Parents, please make sure that your child has a backpack daily 
with an extra set of clothing inside.  This is for all 
classes!!!  It makes it SO much easier for your child’s teachers 
to just get clothing from your child’s backpack instead of search-
ing through our bin of extra clothes trying to find the correct 
sizes to fit your child.   Also, many children prefer to wear their 
own clothing instead of something from our extras.  Thanks for 
your help with this! 

Parents- 
Please make sure that 
your child goes to the 
bathroom before coming 

into class.  We have had 
several “accidents” within 
the first 30 minutes of be-
ing at school.  The kids get 
busy with the classroom ac-
tivities and forget to go 
potty. 

Snack Reminder… 
Please remember to check your child’s monthly calendar that the teachers give you 

each month.  Your child’s name will be posted on the calendar to bring in snack to the 

class.  Snack means a food and a drink item for the number of children and teachers in 
the class.  We have had a few of you forget to bring snack on your child’s day which 

means that the teachers have to “find” enough snack for class that day.  If you forget, 

please send in a replacement snack for our emergency snack supply. Please make sure 

that your replacement snack will feed the number of students and teachers in your 
child’s classroom.  A notice will be placed in your child’s cubbie for forgotten snack. 

Parents: 
Please make sure that your child bring jackets, hats, etc. 
each day as the preschool classes WILL go outside to play 
unless it is raining or temperature below 30.  Each class 
has 30 minutes daily for large motor development/
recess.   

 
Please make sure that you 
are arriving on time to pick 
up your child to not incur a 
late child pick up fee.  If 
you or the person picking 
up your child is five min-
utes after class dismissal 
time, there is a $1.00 per 
minute, per child,  late fee.  
This will need to be paid 
separately from your 
child’s tuition to the pre-
school within 2 business 
days. 



 Sonshine Service Project 
During the week of November 11-14, 
2019, Sonshine Preschool will be collect-
ing consumable items such as diapers, 
diaper wipes, paper products, personal hy-
giene items, etc. to donate to The Salva-
tion Army of Tippecanoe County.  We 
will line the main hallway with our items 
and deliver them on November 18.   

Parent Teacher Conferences 
You have been assigned a time to meet with your child’s 

teachers to discuss his/her progress this school year.  Also, 

please indicate if you will need for your child to be in our Nurs-

ery Room during your conference time so that I can arrange a 

proper ratio of adults to children.  The sheets will be posted on 

your child’s classroom bulletin board or near their classroom 

door. 

Tuition, December, and Christmas Vacation… 
 

This is just a reminder that the tuition owed for December 
(and May) will be the same amount that you pay every month 
and not pro-rated with only being in class for a portion of the 
month.  The tuition is divided equally between 9 months over 
the entire year.  Most months have 4 weeks but some have 
fewer and a couple of months have 5 weeks.  



  Aluminum Can Fundraiser Update: 
 

The preschool will continue to collect aluminum pop cans as 

a fundraiser.   Thanks again for assisting us with this easy fund-

raiser.   
 

I do have one request for anyone bringing in cans.  The 

metal tabs are collected by area 4-H clubs as a contest to 

see which Tippecanoe County 4-H club can donate the most pounds of 

pop tabs.  I would like to have one non-profit group help another by col-

lecting the tabs from aluminum cans.  You can put the tabs in Ziploc style 

baggies and just put in the green container by my office.  The tabs will be 

donated to  various clubs throughout the local area.   
 

   

Sonshine Preschool has a couple of 
vacancies for the 2019-2020 school 
year. Preschool II has 3 open spaces 
for children who turned 3 years old 
before August 1.  If you have friends 
still looking for a preschool home 
for their child, please pass along our 
information.   
 
The Afternoon Enrichment class has 
3 vacancies as well.  This class 
meets Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday from 12:00-3:00.  It is a 
permanent placement class just like 
the morning classes.  Please let me 
know if you would like to add your 
child to our class.     
 
Also, for Preschool II children who 
only attend 3 days per week, you 
can still add the Monday morning 
class if you would like for added 
educational activities and learning 
fun. 

Scholastic Book Orders News… 
You can now order your books online at 
www.scholastic.com/bookclubs and the 
class activation code is GP7RC. Go to the 
parent page and click “Don’t have a User 
Name and Password?” link and then regis-
ter your own user name and password.  
When prompted, enter the one-time Class 
Activation Code shown above. We will try 
to have  book orders once a month using 
Firefly, Honey Bee, and SeeSaw.  You can 
still turn in paper order forms to the of-
fice. Please make your book payments pay-
able to Scholastic Book Clubs and not to 
Sonshine Preschool. The next order is 
available now in the office and online and 
is due November 13. 

 

   Happy, Happy, Birthday… 
Vanessa K.  3 years old 
Odin C.   3 years old 

                



 

 

 

Thanksgiving 
Program 

At 
Sonshine Preschool 

 

All preschool classes at Sonshine Preschool will 

present their Thanksgiving Program on Thurs-

day, November 21, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.  We ask 

that all children be in their classrooms no later 

than 6:15 that evening so that they can get 

their costumes on and be lined up for our  

program.   



Wow! We have completed another month.  Our class is settling down into a routine. Thank you, par-

ents, for helping by encouraging your children to enter the room by themselves to complete their arri-

val routine!  It is encouraging to see the growth your children have made by having this opportunity 

to be independent. 

 

The first week in October we focused on learning about friends and family, 

triangles, and the color green.  We enjoyed watercolor painting our people 

to make a banner that now hangs above our cubbies.  Our favorite activi-

ties included dot markers to make a triangle, playing with the kitchen and 

babies in dramatic play, and playing with play dough. 

 

Our next week was all about Fire Safety, diamond, and the color orange.  

We looked at a fire truck, then created our own firetrucks out of rectangles, 

squares, and circles.  We had so much fun creating our own fire by gluing 

red, yellow, and orange tissue paper on a fire picture.  Our favorite activi-

ties this week included putting out a fire with pool noodle hoses, playing 

with the fire station set, painting with red and yellow paint at the easel, and 

finding firemen and firetrucks in our sensory bin. 

 

The third week, we learned about pumpkins, rectangles, and orange.  We 

painted pumpkins using red and yellow paint and marbles.  We loved watch-

ing what happened when we mixed the colors!  We painted a mural to hang 

in our room using sponge shapes and numbers.  Our favorite activities this 

week included reading pumpkin books, cutting red, yellow, and orange pa-

per, and playing with the farmer’s market in the dramatic play area. 

 

Our final full week in October brought more pumpkin activities, purple, 

and stars.  We combined red and blue paint with a salad spinner on a 

pumpkin to see what happened when the colors spun together.  We had a 

real pumpkin in our sensory bin that some of us explored to see how it felt, 

looked, and smelled inside!  We loved trying to hammer golf tees into 

pumpkins.  We found out that it is hard to hammer into a pumpkin! 

 

We are looking forward to new activities in November.  Our adventure will 

continue by learning about harvest, gratitude and Thanksgiving, the colors, black, pink, gray, and 

white; the number 4; ovals, and hearts.  We will continue to plan to go outside for fresh air and rec-

reation on sunny days. Please continue to send coats or jackets for the day’s weather. 

 

Some dates to remember 

November 25 and 26 – Parent teacher conferences 

November 27 and 28 – Thanksgiving Break. 

 

Thank you for allowing us to share this time with your children.  It has been a blessing getting to 

know each one of them! 

Ms. Hardy and Mrs. Northacker 



 

Fall fun and fire safety started our month of October in Preschool II!  Letter Cc and numbers 1
-5 were part of our daily activities that they children explored in and out of our classroom.  
Our favorite activities this week included using fine motor pincher grasp to glue corn to the 
letter Cc, rolling dice to count corn kernels, exploring acorns, corn cobs, and pinecones, playing 
connect 4 with a friend or teacher, castles, connecting letters, H blocks, and stacking counters.  
We got a little messy when we painted with corn cobs, painted a “fire” with glitter paint, and try-
ing to catch corks floating in water in the sensory table!  Everyone LOVED role playing being a 
fire fighter to put out the fire!!  The children also sorted fire trucks by color, graphed circle 
stickers from 1-5, stacked color blocks 10 blocks high, traced straight, zig zag, humps, and wavy 
lines with pencils.  Our stories that we read that week included Fire Engine Number 9, Fire 
Fighters, Firemouse, and Fire Engine Man. 
 
Letter Dd is delightful!  During this week, the children practiced washing dishes with dish soap, 
cared for baby dolls, dug for dog bones (plastic ones!) in dirt, laced shapes with yarn, played 
dominoes, and built our palm muscles using playdough with rollers.  We began learning aobut 
same and different using leaves, rubbed crayons over templates for leaf rubbings, Mystery 
Bag with letter Dd items, using bingo dotters for creative art, created a leaf collage, used pi-
pettes to create new colors, and creating letter Dd’s with our fingers in dish soap.  The kids 
worked on completing simple patterns with safari animals, practiced writing their first names, 
cut straight, wavy, and zig zag lines with scissors, and went on a leaf hunt after reading our 
story outside at the outdoor classroom.  Our highlight was meeting Joeri, Officer Wilson’s K-9 
officer and seeing how Joeri can find things that are lost! 
 
Apples here, apples there, apples everywhere in Preschool II!  Marble painting, cutting lines, us-
ing playdough, sorting objects by shape, spoon  number matching, creating our own apples in a 
basket were a few of our highlights.  We also worked on visualization of walking on lines of tape 
around the room which was harder than it looked to keep our feet only on the tape!  We also 
counted apples, apple seeds, glued apples on our apple tree, and painted apple plates to make a 
tambourine.  Favorite books this week were Up, Up, Up, It’s Apple Picking Time, Apple Tree, and 
Apples for Everyone. 
 
Pumpkins were the focus this third week of October as well as letter Ff and numbers 1-5!   The 
children enjoyed completing their apple tambourines that were started the week before, ex-
plored pumpkin could dough, traced letter Ff’s in baggies filled with paint, made shapes out of 
playdough, matching upper and lower case pumpkin letters, and created pumpkin suncatchers 
that are hanging in our windows.  We worked our fine motor skills by tracing and writing the 
number 5, used q-tips to trace our numbers 1-5, lacing shapes, coloring with crayons and work-
ing on proper grasp, and mixed colored of paint in a baggie to create a new color!  We focused 
on learning our shapes this week by singing a song about shapes that had us sit or stand if we 
were holding that specific shape.  Our favorite activity was making popcorn and using our five 
senses of sight, touch, smell, hearing, and tasting!  The kids LOVED and laughed so hard to see to 
popcorn POP from the air popper into our bowl!! 
 
Our last week of October was a review of the letters, numbers, and shapes that we have 
learned so far this year.  We worked several different types of puzzles from 6 pieces to 24 
piece puzzles, used Legos to create letters, traced the letters of their names checking for 
proper pencil grasp and helping the children adjust their fingers/hands if needed, water color 
painted a picture, and match upper and lower case magnetic letters.  The children also explored 
their creative side with painting at the easel by themselves or with a partner, mixing different 
colors to create new colors with pipettes and liquid watercolor, used orange playdough and 
pumpkin cookie cutters to make pumpkin shapes, and laced a pumpkin shape to see if they could 
lace in sequential order from hole to hole.  This is REALLY hard for the kids so any chance 
they have to lace at home would be terrific!  We also worked a lot on counting out loud, putting 
numbers from 1-10 in chronological order, and sorting objects by shape.  Our favorite activity 
this week was our Fall Fest (thank you to all parents who were able to help make our event a 
huge success!!) and making our own donuts and eating them for snack!!  Favorite stories this 
week included The Mixed Up Alphabet, Chicka Chicka 1,2,3, and If You Give A Dog A Doghnut. 
 
In November, we will focus on being grateful, Thanksgiving and Harvest, and Thanksgiving as well 
as letters Gg, Hh, and Ii.  Numbers that we will learn this month are numbers 6-10.  We have be-
gun singing our songs for our upcoming school program on Thursday, November 21.   
 
Thank you for sharing your children with us!!  We are so very thankful for them each day!! 
     
     Mrs. Gutwein and Mrs. Smith 



Mrs. Taylor, Mr. Bryan, Ms. Gregory 

Week one: October 7th-October 10th: The letter E; Numbers 6-10; Earth 

In this week we learned about the letter E, the planet Earth and reviewed numbers 6-10. We made 

an Earth craft with coffee filters, made coke bottles explode with Mentos candy, reviewed the sci-

entific method, and went on a hunt to find little planet Earth’s in different groups. The kids got to 

work on a lot of different crafts this week, review their shapes, and learn to make comparisons. 

The kids also got to enjoy brain IQ games, playing with a train set, Lincoln logs, and animal toys, 

and got to see and play with a globe. 

 

Week two: October 14th-October 17th: The letter F; The number 7  

In this week we learned about the letter F, falling stars, and the number 7. The children got to do a 

falling star craft, use their bingo dotters, and look for fall leaves in a hunt. We learned about pat-

terns and played with playdough. We also used star shape cookie cutters to make stars in our play-

dough. We sorted rainbow goldfish by color, and even got to eat them once we were done. We 

also did a rainbow fizz science project, where the kids got to pick their own colors of rainbow fizz 

and see what a chemical reaction looks like. The kids loved playing with their farm food sensory 

objects, and for free play time they got to play with more farm toys, fire station play, and fishing 

games.  

 

Week three: October 22nd-24th: The letter G; The number 8 

In this week we learned about the letter G, our galaxy, gravity, and the number 8. This week we 

had fall break, so the children enjoyed a three-day weekend. Once arriving back, we jumped right 

into new exciting activities. The children got to make their own bouncy balls, use spray bottles to 

spray paint on construction paper and make their own galaxy artwork, and make their own anti-

gravity galaxy sensory bottles. The children really enjoyed their creative sides this week, and also 

got to play with some slime. For free play they had puzzles, geo boards, and Legos to play with.  

 

Week four: October 28th-31st: Review week 

In the final week of October, we wrapped it up with our review week. We did a fall craft where 

the children got to color their own tree and then glue the letters of their names onto a tree. We did 

a walking rainbow science experiment and then kids began understanding and processing the 

meaning and primary and secondary colors. We reviewed letters A-G, and number 1-10, the kids 

also got to do a maze where they took a piece of string and pulled it through the numbers 1-10. 

The kids got to play with the train set, bugs, dress up clothes, and kitchen supplies for their free 

time. On Thursday we ended the week with our Fall Fest and the kids had a great time!  

 

 

Ms. Gregory has given her resignation and will no longer be working at 

Sonshine Preschool.   

Employment advertising has begun.  Mrs. Williams will be teaching in 

PreK until a new teacher has been hired. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Afternoon Enrichment has been a great class of mixed aged children learning and cooperating with each 
other through lunch, small group activities, and large group learning!  During our first week of October, 
the children learned about leaves, what makes a leaf change color, how a leaf grows, and what a leaf 
needs to grow.  Favorite activities included finger paint painting leaves on a tree, completing dot-to-dot of 
leaves, painted with leaves, sticks, acorns, etc. for a real nature exploration!   
 
Autumn is all about Apples during week 2 of Afternoon Enrichment!  We printed with cut apples, found 
missing apple numbers to fill in, bingo dotters on the correct number of apples on clip cards, sequenced 
what comes first, second, third on an apple tree growing apples, and apple number puzzles working on the 
numbers 1-10 or 11-20.  We challenged the kids with putting together an apple puzzle without seeing the 
completed picture first.  This was really hard but the kids started to figure it out and did it mostly on 
their own.  Apple tasting was our culminating activity tasting 6 different apples and graphing who liked 
which apples.  Stories read this week included Autumn is for Apples, Fall Apple Crisp, and Welcome Fall 
Apples. 
 
Pumpkins are a lot like apples we determined.  Like apples, pumpkins have seeds, need water, sunlight, 
and soil to grow.  Ask your children about plant roots and what the job of the roots are.  We rolled dice 
to determine how many pumpkin seeds to “pick from a pumpkin”, played color and shape bingo, painted 
small, medium, or large pumpkins, and glued pumpkins into the correct small, medium, and large columns 
fo help us visualize the differences between sizes.  On Thursday, we read a story at the outdoor class-
room, paint with a partner on the outdoor easels to work together with one painting on each side to com-
pleted a pumpkin, explored nature, and found different leaves.  The kids also found a black walnut which 
we opened up to explore.  Word of caution with black walnuts...the inside shell is a bright greenish yellow 
color which stains hands and fingers a lot!!  The kids enjoyed looking while the teachers fingers were a 
little stained!!   
 
Our last week was a review week with shapes, numbers, and letters and watched a movie Veggie Tales 
Dave and the Giant Pickle.  After watching the movie, the children had to work as a team to look at a se-
ries of pictures and determine the order of the story.  Mr. Bryan also treated the kids with cookies and 
milk to finish off a great week!! 
 
November promises to be just as exciting with learning about being grateful, Thanksgiving and harvest, 
and celebrating Thanksgiving.  We will focus on learning the letters Gg, Hh, and Ii as well as numbers 1-10 
for younger learners and 1-20 for older learners. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to teach you children each day in the afternoon class!  All of the children 
really look out for each other, help each other when needed, and encourage each other daily!!  Thank you 
for sharing them with us each afternoon!! 
 
    Mr. Bryan, Ms. Hardy, and Mrs. Smith 


