Sonshine Preschool
November 2025

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father

through him.”
Colossians 3:17

General Reminders

Tuition is due by the 8th of each month. If
not, a late fee of $30.00 will be assessed.

Sonshine Preschool will be CLOSED for
Thanksgiving Break Monday, November
24 - Thursday, November 27, 2025. Clas-
ses will resume as normal on Monday, De-
cember 1, 2025.

Please make sure that you are arriving on
time to pick up your child to not incur a
late child pick up fee. If you or the person

picking up your child is five minutes after
class dismissal time, there is a $1.00 per
minute, per child, late fee.

Day Light Saving will be Sunday, Novem-
ber 2, 2025. Please make sure that you
change your clocks back 1 hour .

Parent Conferences will be held during
school hours on Thursday, November 20,
2025 for all preschool classes. There will
be no Afternoon Enrichment classes this
week.

Sonshine Preschool has a
few vacancies for the
2025-2026 school year.

Beginnings has 3 open spots on Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.
Afternoon Enrichment for Preschool Il and
PreK only has 3 open spots Monday
through Wednesday from 12:00-3:00.

2025-2026 Tuition Amounts

2 days per week— $145.00 monthly

3 days per week- $179.00 monthly
4 days per week- $220.00 monthly

Sonshine Preschool is an outreach of:

West Lafayette Christian Church
1980 Lindberg Road i

West Lafayette, IN 47906 e, W
(765)463-7995 fax 463-4026 ,

Sonshine Preschool Office X «%g
Phone 463-7513
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Ul \ Ready For Weather - Bring Extra Clothes

| AN Parents, please make sure that your child has a

.7 backpack daily with an extra set of clothing inside. x
L - This is for all classes!!! It makes it SO much easier Rw:
Lae for your child’s teachers to just get clothing from your % ‘ X

= child’s backpack instead of searching through our bin
of extra clothes trying to find the correct sizes to fit
your child. Also, many children prefer to wear their
own clothing instead of something from our extras.
Thanks for your help with this!

Please make sure that your child bring jackets,
hats, etc. each day as the preschool classes WILL
go outside to play unless it is raining or tempera-
ture below 30. Each class has 30 minutes daily
for large motor development/recess.

songhine Preschool

Christmas PRogrRam
Tuesday, December 9, 2025
At 6:30 pm.

A Reason 1o Celebrate Jesus' Birthl




Parent Teacher Conferences

You have been assigned a time to meet with your child’s teachers to
discuss his/her progress this school year. Also, please email your time
confirmation and indicate if you will need for your child to be in the free
child care in the Fellowship Hall during your conference time. This in-
formation will assist us to arrange a proper ratio of adults to children.

Parent Teacher Conferences
Thursday, November 20, 2025

What if | don’t speak English?
You can bring a friend or relative to interpret. It is important that your child
does not translate for you.

What will we talk about?

Teachers will review your child’s progress and development in the following
areas: Social/Emotional Skills, Cognitive Skills, Gross and Fine Motor Skills,
and Language Development.

What will the teacher ask me?
Teachers like to learn about students from their parents. No one knows your
child better than you do. You can help the teacher by talking about the fol-
lowing:
What your child likes to do.
Events that may affect your child (such as a new baby, divorce or death).
Special medical or learning needs.

Things to Remember

You are asked to attend a parent and teacher conference, it doesn’t mean
your child is in trouble. Teachers try to meet with all parents. You and the
teacher both want the very best for your child. You can help your child by
working together as a team.

S
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Tuition: December and Christmas Vacation

This is just a reminder that the tuition owed for December
(and May) will be the same amount that you pay every month
and not pro-rated with only being in class for a portion of the
month. The tuition is divided equally between 9 months over
the entire year. Most months have 4 weeks but some have
fewer and a couple of months have 5 weeks.




Fun Fall and Winter Activities to Promote Language, Literacy,
and Mathematical Skill Development

Baking — A Skill Building Activity

Baking cookies with soft dough to roll and cut out is probably one of the best baking activities for pre-
schoolers. Following a recipe (Cognitive and Language Skills), measuring (Cognitive & Mathematic
Skills) and rolling or kneading (Fine Motor Skill) are all part of a baking experience. Have your child help
measure ingredients. You can discuss what the ingredients are, what letters are in the word/name, de-
scribe the size, color, shapes, etc. of the ingredient. Rolling and kneading dough will help build hand
muscles needed for writing, cutting, and coloring. After you have baked your cookies you can get creative
and decorate with icing and sprinkles.

Shaving Cream “Snow” Writing

Spray shaving cream on a tray, table, or plate. Have child practice writing or copying a word using their
finger in the shaving cream. This activity is great for practicing writing numbers, letters, and shapes.

Make Your Own Stickers

Use different sized address labels sheets. Have your child color the entire page with crayons, markers, or
paint. Once dry, child can take their stickers off the sheet to decorate a cup or bag.

Surprise Sensory Bags

This is a very good way to encourage children to describe objects. You need a bag to put small objects
into so they are not visible to the guesser (parent). Choose things around the house like a small ball, a

teaspoon, a pencil and so on. The items are put into the bag and your child puts their hand into the bag
to feel one of the items. Then the item is described to you. Encourage your child to explore the texture,

color, and size of the object.

Grocery Store Literacy for Preschoolers by Reading Rockets

A simple trip to the grocery store can turn into a real learning experience for your preschooler. Below are
some easy ways to build literacy and math skills while getting your shopping done at the same time.

Reading Readiness Skills
Choose a letter as you're walking into the store. Make a game of finding things in the store that
start with that letter. For example, for the letter "p" you could find peanuts, popcorn, pineap-

ple, paper and pizza. Emphasize the letter "p" and the sound it makes with each of your "p
words.

Vocabulary Skills

Position words are used every day at home and in the classroom. Use the items on the grocery
shelf to give your child practice finding something above their belly button, below their nose,
on the bottom shelf, and between other items on a shelf.

Opportunities to use superlatives, those little endings that help describe size, are all around the
grocery store. Have your child find a big fruit, a bigger fruit and the biggest fruit in the pro-
duce section.

Ask your child what's the smallest item in the cart? The largest item?

Math Skills

Ask your child, "How many apples do we need so each person in the family gets one?" Encour-
age them to use their fingers to count the number of people in the family and how many ap-
ples to buy. Have them count the apples as you put them into the bag.

Look for shapes (e.g., circles, rectangles, or triangles) as you go through the store. Find a shape,
such as the rectangle on the front of a cereal
box, and then look for other items with the
same shape.




Lafayette Swimming Resource

Lafayette Swimming Resource goes beyond traditional swim-
ming instruction by +eaching children self-rescue techniques de-
signed +to help them survive should they find themselves v the
water alove.

Through private, individualized swimming lessons, children gain
competence and cowfidence in the water.

For more information, contact Miss Audrey at
akitchelDlafayetteswims.com or 765-3237-4705.
WWW.lafayetteswims.com
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SenShine PheSchoel Office VeLunteeh Needed:

Sonshine Preschooal is in heed of an office volunteer Monday
mornings from 9:00-I55. You can volunteer 2 fimes per month
or 4 fimes per month. This can also be a grandparent or care-
giver of your child

Tasks that you will be asked o do include but not limited o
cutting out teacher materials, making copies of teacher mate-
rials, answering the tTelephone and/or taking messages, locking
and unlocking The front doors, etc.

Please contact Laura Smith if interested or want to know
more.




Sonshine

Sensations!

Beginnings
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Sonshi ginnings

October was a fun month in Beginnings! Everyone has continued to adjust well to school and get-
ting to know our new friends. We even got to meet Mackey the horse this month! We also had fun at
our fall festival this month.

The theme for the first week of October was Camping. Our number was 5, shape was star and color
was green. We read “Maisy Goes Camping”, “1,2,3 Make a S’more with Me”, “Baby Bear, Baby
Bear, What do you See?” and “The Berenstain Bears Blaze a Trail.” For art, we used marshmallows
to paint a tree, did a tent do-a-dot with #5 stamps, colored and put stickers on a star and made a
campfire out of tissue paper. We played with camping accessories and a tent and built with magna-
tiles. In our science center, we did insect puzzles and built with flower builders. For math, we shape
sorted with s’mores and counted bears. In our sensory center, we had a sensory bin with grass, rocks
and insects and used gel packs and star shakers.

The second week of the month we learned about farms. Our number was 1, shape was rectangle and
color was blue. The books we read were “Good Morning Farm”, “Down on the Farms”, “Maisy’s
Morning on the Farm” and “On a Farm.” In art, we did a pig or chicken do-a-dot with blue finger
paint, glued cotton balls on a sheep, used a corn cob to paint a corn sheet and used rectangle stamps
on a #1. In our dramatic play center, we had little people farm sets and we built with wooden farm
blocks. For science, we used farm magnets and put farm animal capsules in water. In math, we used
farm counting mats and tractor shape mats. In our sensory center, we used farm shapes in play-doh
and had a farm sensory bin with corn.

The theme for the third week was Feelings. Our number was 2, shape was diamond and color was
purple. We read “Tad’s Glad Sad Mad Glad Day”, “Goldie is Mad”, “Little Monkey Calms Down”
and “A House for Mouse.” For art, we used glitter glue to paint emotion faces which we made into
grapes, put emotion stickers on a #2 do-a-dot, used emotion stamps on construction paper and paint-
ed a diamond purple with eyes and a smile. We played dress-up and with the doctor kit and built
with waftle blocks. In our science center, we used chalk and did an experiment with milk, dish soap
and food coloring. For math, we matched emotion cards and had a monster shape sorting game. In
sensory, we played with emotion pop-its and used shaker eggs.

For the last week of October, the theme was Pumpkins. Our number was 3, shape was oval and color
was pink. We read “It’s Pumpkin Time”, *“ We Love Fall”, “Welcome Fall Pumpkins” and “We’re
Going on a Pumpkin Hunt.” For creative art, we glued pumpkin seeds on a pumpkin do-a-dot, glued
tissue paper on a real pumpkin and painted an oval with pumpkin cookie cutters. For our dramatic
play, we had our workbench and tools and we built with the large duplos. In science, we made boats
out of small pumpkins and explored a real pumpkin. For math, we had pumpkin shape matching and
pumpkin counting cards. In our sensory center, we had a fall sensory bin with leaves, acorns, pine-
cones and corn.

The upcoming themes for November are Fall Leaves, Baking, Being Thankful and Turkeys. We will
not have class on 11/20 for parent/teacher conferences. There will be childcare available during your
child’s conference time. Thanksgiving Break is 11/24-11/27 so we will not have class at that time.

Thank you for sharing your children with us!
Ms. Abby and Mrs. Schurr
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October seemed to fly by this year as the children have become accustomed to the routine and the class has
progressed in many skill levels. We have been blessed with beautiful fall weather this year so we have been
outside almost every day. There has been a lot going on out there with sand play, digging gravel, spraying
water on and painting the easels, rolling large stumps, presenting live shows on the stage. Running, climbing
and sliding are big.

Our first week’s theme was Fall and Leaves, focusing on the color green and the rectangle shape. Dramatic
play was set up as a woods with fall leaves scattered on the floor and the children could rake up the leaves.
There were several leaf themed activities that encouraged fine motor skills doing matching, transferring col-
ored water using a bulb syringe, gluing leaf shaped pasta onto tagboard rectangles and using two cylinder
blocks to visually match the different sizes of wood knobbed cylinders. During the wait for bathroom turns, the
teacher utilized a variety of activities that are fun, interesting and along the way they learn! This week we had
the vocabulary box where they learn the names of 10 different objects. We learned the “Five Golden Autumn
Leaves” song with the hand puppet for a fun way to utilize counting and indirect subtraction. At art table the
children did leaf collages with a variety of colors and shapes of leaves and rectangle accents. For our creative
movement time, we used rhythm sticks to Row Row Row your boat, A singing and recognition game of
shapes, Row Row Row Your Boat using the stretchy band and the last day the children “acted” as the Five
Autumn Leaves as the wind (scarf) blew and they shook and tumbled down. The scissors box has been intro-
duced which gives the children an everyday opportunity to use scissors.. They are learning to keep their
thumbs on top and fingers on the bottom. We also brought out the individual art boxes that contain their draw-
ing utensils for free drawing.

The second week was Fire Safety Week with focus on the color purple and the oval shape. Each week when
the children have a shape and color focus, they each “decorate” the paper shape and color and attach it to
the main shape on the art wall. These stay up all school year. Dramatic Play was set up with “burning win-
dows”, fire hats and “hoses” to put out the fires. The sensory table had red, yellow and orange pasta and
pompons that the children could drive the fire trucks through and sort. The art project was a two day process.
They painted the “smoke” on the first day. The next the smoke was cut and attached to the top of the paper
that had each child’s photo attached to a crawling child “under” the smoke to reinforce smoke goes up and air
to breath is down by the floor. Again, we did the vocabulary box with new objects and the number song was
“5 Brave Firefighters” using props. For our Creative Movement times we practiced “stop, drop and roll” should
clothes catch of fire, the headband with fire pompom and firefighter “fan” to put out the fire game, hop in
hoops and catch a cone obstacle course and using a parachute to the “jelly on the plate” song. Centers in-
cluded “flame gluing” with balls of tissue paper, follow the fire” visual tracking” using gems on a line, matching
different fire safety themed activities, and big pompon transfer using scoop tweezers.

Week 3’'s theme was Farm Animals. One Preschool | family brought their gentle horse Mackey to school for a
visit. That was quite a treat for the children to get that experience. The carpet toys that week included a barn
with animals, a set of numbered barns that had a farm animal in each box and farm animal puzzles. Dramatic
play was set up like a barn yard and had a variety of stuffed farm animals. The focus was on number 3, the
color gray and the diamond shape. Centers had farm animal matching, an animal sequencing activity, pouring
field corn in cups, giving a cow a “shower”, color by number sheet and gray dot sheet with a diamond. Senso-
ry table had field corn farm animals and tractors and farmer. Creative movement activities included following
farm animal movements from cards, make the sound of the farm animal given and put it in the barn, dancing
to farm songs and enjoying many of the farm animal themed books read to them. Their art project was paint-
ing “mud on the pig”.

After our week off for Fall Break, our theme was “pumpkins”, with focus on star, orange and number
3.Dramatic play was set with stuffed animals and harvest food. Centers included pumpkin shape matching,
pumpkin counting, big and little sorting and a pumpkin geo board with a real pumpkin! Also there was pump-
kin pouring, made pumpkin bracelets, used tweezers to transfer small pumpkins and a favorite - used bingo
dotters to do a pumpkin this week. At circle time, , the children played “Pass the Pumpkin” game and had
pumpkin books read to encourage listening skills in a group setting. At the sensory table they painted and
washed a small pumpkin. The last week ended with the annual Fall Festival with many fun activities for the
children to enjoy in a festive environment.

Upcoming activities and events include parent-teacher conferences on Thursday, November 20th. We do not
have regular class that day but your child/children can play downstairs in the gross motor room during your
conference time.

Please check regularly in your child’s backpack to be sure clean clothes are still in there and enough diapers
are available. It is very much appreciated when you write your child’s name or first initial on the BACK of each
diaper.
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October was a fun learning month in Preschool II with the themes of cordl reef camping, down by the bay with dol-
phins, ecology experiments with added exercising , and fins and flippers. We dlso learned about the letters Cc, Dd, Ee,
and Ff as well as numbers |-10. We began the October with the letter Cc and made 2 letter sounds with a hard C like
das in CORAL and a soft C sound like in CIRCLE. We also explored patterning with colored dot stickers, used scissors to
cut different styles of lines, used playdough fo make snakes and roll balls which is tricky for some children, and role
played camping in a real tent in our classroom. We also painted with our hands using hulled corn cobs (thank you Penn
family for the cornl) for our campfire bulletin board, mixed liquid water colors to create new colors using pipettes,
matched color cards fo match the colored shirt on bears, went on d nature scavenger hunt, attempted fo make our own
s'mores for snack (thank you, Ms. Lindsey for assisting usll), and read our story, S is for S'mores, in Mrs. Smith’s tent
outside. Our favorite story this week was A Camping Spree With Mr. Magee with LOTS of rhyming words and a fun sto-
ry to talk about what happened first, second, third, and last for story sequencing practice.

We had fun learning with the letter Dd from October 6 to 9 We learned the sounds that Dd makes, what it looks like,
and how to frace it. They played doctor and took care of one dnother and dolls while also learning what real x-rays look
light. They enjoyed finding worms and bugs in the dirt before finding intruders who don't belong--ocedn creatures! We
practiced patterns and sequences, and we continue to work on both. By the end of the week, they were definitely grow-
ing in understanding and ability for both of these concepts. They dlso continue to trace their names and make balls and
snakes with play-doh, which is something they can dlso do at home. A highlight was ledarning dbout density: we learned
cold water (which came from blue ice cubes thawing) is more dense than warm water. We also learned that some items
sink and some items float in water. Each child was able to touch the cold, the warm, and give their hypotheses about
what items would float and what would sink.

During the week of October |3-l6, we introduced the letter Ee with its long and short sounds as well as numbers 8 and
9. Severdl activities were based on the letter Ee. We dyed elbow pasta on Monday, and then used it fo decorate fish on
Tuesday. Another day, we painted elephants using small sponges. We read Green Eqgs and Ham by Dr. Seuss, and then
edch child helped crack an egg and dump it in @ bowl. After cooking the eggs, we enjoyed them, along with ham, for
snack time. We had a surprise visit with a horse named Mackey who is owned by a preschool family. We learned q little
bit dbout horses and made observations such as they have big ears that move easily towards sound. Each child had the
opportunity tfo pet the horse with Mrs. Smith and most did. Also, throughout the week, we continued working on patterns,
sizing, and introduced opposites. Finally, we encourage you to ask your children about the letter sounds and motions,
which we practice daily as we walk the halls from one activity to another.

Our last week of October featured the letter Ff and Fins and Flippers. We used fine motor skills with lacing a foam
pumpkin shape, used a fork to paint a puffer fish, used fishing poles to “catch” magnetic fish, used pencils and markers
for dot-to-dot leaf pictures as well as circling which object is an intruder and not the same, and used fingerprints fo fill
in the dots on our letter Ff page. We also used fine motor skills with scissors fo cut straight and wavy lines, used a yel-
low highlighter fo find all of the letter Ff's in a fishbowl, used a fly swatter and a letter or number dice to “swat the fly”
with the letter or number rolled, and used a small pencil to checkmark our grid sheet when we found fins and flipper
pictures in the main hallway. This was a new activity for most of the children. During this week, the children dlso
worked on patterning sharks and orcas as well as looked at a blue whale and a great white shark to determine likenesses
and differences between the two ocean creatures, We finished our week with our Fall Fest with many activities focusing
on Fall and Harvest. Thank you to our Preschool II families who were able to assist us during this all school event! It
couldn’t have been done with out all of your help! Favorite books this week included How To Hug A Pufferfish, Neptune’s
Nursery, and The Underwater Alphabet.

Thank you for encouraging your child at home and for the great snacks without TONS of sugarlll

Mrs. Kelley and Mrs. Smith
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The Pre-K theme for the first full week of October was Exciting Elephant and Elegant Ea-

gle. Students identified pictures and objects that began with the short and long sounds of e,
Students learned about the life cycle of an eagle, practiced identifying colors and tracing the
letter Ee in different colors, and used fine motor and visual discrimination skills to create the
letter Ee with pattern blocks. Our number for the week was eleven. Students practiced count-
ing 11 colored elephants and made patterns with the elephants. In addition, students listened to
books about elephants and eagles including Eagles by Kate Riggs and The Elephant Peaceful
Giant by Christine and Michael Denis Huot. We worked on the life cycle of an eagle. Students
used their creativity to create an eagle art/craft project which applied many skills including lis-
tening, following directions, cutting, gluing, and painting with a fork. We also did a buoyancy
experiment with 2 eggs, tap water, and salty water. We made predictions, then discovered that
the egg sunk in plain tap water and floated in the salt water!

Throughout the week of October 13-16 we explored the theme Fun with God's Farm Ani-
mals. Students built letter F vocabulary with pictures and objects that begin with the letter

F. They applied their knowledge of letter sounds by completing an E/F cut and paste sound
sort activity. Since we were learning about the farm, we also did some pumpkin activities in-
cluding counting 12 and 13 pumpkins/fall items, lacing pumpkins, mixing primary colors and
painting pumpkins, and placing 20 pumpkins in numerical order. We completed a science
buoyancy experiment with 2 eggs, tap water, and salty water. We made predictions, then dis-
covered that the egg sunk in plain tap water and floated in salt water! Other fun activities stu-
dents completed during the farm animal week included playing [ Have Who Has: Shapes, iden-
tifying and matching farm animal emotion faces, singing "The Hokey Pokey", and creating
with barns, blocks, and toy animals in the building area.

As we finished up the month of October, we investigated the theme God's Gigantic Giraffes in
the Savannah and Gorillas. We read the books My “g” Book by Jane Belk Moncure, See How
They Grow Giraffes by Mary Ling, part of The Greatest Ape: Apes and Monkeys by John
Grassy and Somewhere Right Now by Kerry Docherty. Students practiced tracing the letter Gg
and identifying pictures that began with the letter G and completed a sound sorting activity for
letters E, F, G. We also worked on counting, identifying, and tracing the number 14. Students
did a great job sorting 14 small, colored objects by color, shape, and size! The dramatic play
area was a library this week, and children took on the roles of patrons and librarian while they
"checked out" books, read books, and completed puzzles. Students also completed an art activ-
ity of painting fall leaves on a tree. The painting activity incorporated fine motor control to
drop primary colored paint onto the tree outline and then blowing the paint across the paper
with a straw. We will display our colorful fall trees on the Pre-K bulletin board in November.

During the month of November we will cover the themes Happy Hippos and Hawks, A Week of
Review at the Zoo, and Interesting Insects. We look forward to seeing parents and discussing
your child's progress at Parent-Teacher Conferences on Thursday, November 20!

Thank you for sharing your child with us! It is fun to watch them grow and learn!

Ms. B and Mrs. Kaluf



Atternoor -arichment

October started off with learning about the Exciting Elephant and Elegant Eagle.
We worked on our number 4 pages for our number book and completed animal puz-
zles. Next we worked on

our letter Ee pages, including cutting out eyes and gluing them to the letter E. Final-
ly we practiced scissors by cutting out an elephant puzzle and completing a color by
number eagle. Our favorite book this week was The Right Number of Elephants by
Jeff Sheppard.

The theme for the second full week of October was Fun with God's Farm Ani-
mals. We read books about farm animals including Big Red Barn by Margaret
Wise Brown and Farm Alphabet Book by Jane Miller. The students wrote the num-
ber five and the letter F for their number and letter books. During small groups,
students also played a position word game and colored and cut out the letter F. On
Wednesday we had fun with chemistry and cooking eggs! Students helped to stir
eggs for scrambled eggs and baked eggs. Students watched as the teachers fried an
egg and boiled eggs in an egg cooker. Finally, students tasted the four different
types of eggs. It was an "egg-cellent" cooking and tasting adventure!

We then learned about giraffes and gorillas. We completed our number 6 pages for
our number book and played BINGO. We completed our Gg pages for our letter
books. We then played

giraffe stack by rolling dice and stacking unifix cubes to create the giraffe neck then
balance it on a Duplo block. We also used dot markers to dot G and g by spinning a
spinner. Our favorite

book this week was What Am [? An Animal Guessing Game by Iza Trapani.

We look forward to learning about Happy Hippos and Hawks and Interesting In-
sects during the month of November. We will also complete a week of review in
November.

Thank you for sharing your students with us!

Ms. Tiffany and Mrs. Kaluf



