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General Reminders

If your child has a fever of 100.4 or higher, Covid-
19 symptoms, Covid-19 family quarantine, pink
eye, heavy greenish nasal discharge, persistent
cough, chicken pox, hand, foot, and mouth dis-
ease, or has been vomiting, please keep your
child at home until he or she is symptom free
for 24 hours before returning to class. This
means symptom free without Tylenol or other
symptom reducing medicines. Also, please do
not send any medications to school with your
child unless it is a prescription. This includes:
chapstick/lip balm, cough drops, band-aids,

Tuition is due by the 8th of each month. If
not, a late fee of $30.00 will be assessed.

Sonshine Preschool will be CLOSED on Mon-
day, October 20, 2025 - Thursday, October

23, 2025 for our Fall Break.
Sonshine Preschool will be CLOSED for

Thanksgiving Break Monday, November 24 -
Thursday, November 27, 2025. Classes will
resume as normal on Monday, December 1,

2025.

Please make sure that your child, has an ex-
tra set of season appropriate clothing in his/
her backpack each day. Please include a
shirt, shorts/pants, underwear, and SOCKS.
All children in ALL classes should have this in

the backpacks DAILY!

lliness Policy for Sonshine Preschool:

etc.

As a staff, we are encouraging all children to
wash their hands regularly and frequently with
soap and water. The teachers are continuing to
spray/wipe down all activities with Lysol between
morning and afternoon sessions as well as at the

end of each day.

Sonshine Preschool 4
October 2025
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Parent Conferences

Parent Conferences will be held during
school hours on Thursday, November
20, 2025 for all preschool classes.
There will be no Afternoon Enrichment
on Wednesday, November 19, 2025 .

During your child’s 20 minute confer-
ence time, your child (and siblings)
may play downstairs with preschool
staff and/or adult volunteers at no cost
to you.

The schedule will be emailed to you in
early October so that you have plenty
of time to work this into your sched-
ules. If your time will not work, please
let me know so that | can try to rear-
range the schedule.

2025-2026 Tuition Amounts

2 days per week— $145.00 monthly

3 days per week- $179.00 monthly
4 days per week- $220.00 monthly
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Sonshine Preschool is an
outreach ministry of:

West Lafayette Christian Church
1980 Lindberg Road
West Lafayette, IN 47906
(765)463-7995

Sonshine Preschool Office
Phone 463-7513
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Snack Reminders

ies. NO juice pouches, boxes, etc. for snhacks.

Remember to check your child’s backpack or your email for the class monthly snack
calendar provided by teachers each month. Snack calendars will indicate how many
students and teachers are in the class, as well as if bottled water is needed. All snacks

need to be free of any type of nut or nut products and artificial food dyes. This

also includes trace amounts of nuts that are in many crackers, granola bars, and cook-
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SOnshine Preschool Fall Fest 2025 &

¥ Sonshine Preschool will have a Fall Fest family ac- © g

g tivity on Thursday, October 30, 2025 during our ®
_preschool morning from 9:45- 11:45 for children £

9@ in Preschool I, Preschool I, and PreK. Beginnings ©
o children will part1c1pate in a few of the activities 3
but not all of them. £

) ®
¢ o, We will need parent volunteers (14+) to help make $
% this morning a fun-filled morning for all of the 3
» @ preschool children. There will be 8 different rotat-® _
é ing activities each 15 minutes long with each )
@ ” classroom participating during their rotation time. ¥ &
@ We will also need parent volunteers who are avail- &
able to help set up activities in the auditorium and

@’@@@
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Fellowship Hall between 9:10-9:40 and alsoto ®

help with clean up from 11:45-12:05. ®
Please look for more information regarding this

event in upcoming emails. ®

©®

As a reminder, Sonshine Preschool does NOT
celebrate Halloween since some costumes, pic-
tures, etc. are scary to many childrenand ®
adults. Please do not send in snacks with Hal-
loween decorations on them. This includes &
witches, goblins, ghosts, monsters, etc. Bats _®
and solid pumpkins (not jack-o-lanterns) are g
>
&
@
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fine as this can be used as a fall activity.
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Drop Off and Pick Up Reminders

Preschool Drop Off Times
. 8:55 a.m. to 9:05 a.m. for Pre-Kindergarten & Preschool II
. 9:00 a.m. to 9:10 a.m. for Sonshine Beginnings & Preschool I

Doors will be locked at 9:15 and remain locked until 11:45.

Preschool Pick Up Times
11:50-11:55 for Sonshine Beginnings & Preschool I
11:55-12:00 for Preschool II

. 12:00-12:05 for PreK

. 3:00-3:05 for Afternoon Enrichment

Our teachers are required to clean their classrooms, get activities ready
for the next day or put everything away for the end of the week. Fami-
lies that continue to pick up their children late will incur a late pick up
fee of $1.00 per minute per child.

Annual supply fee of
$7500

If you have not paid your child’s an-
nual supply fee of $/500 per class

enrolled in, please do so before
October b, 2025 If your child is en-
rolled in a morning and the Afternoon
Enrichment class, the supply fee of

$/500 is due for each class.

Parents:

Please make sure that your child bring jackets, hats, etc.
each day as the preschool classes WILL go outside to
play unless it is raining or temperature below 30. Each
class has 30 minutes daily for large motor develop-
ment/recess. Preschool I goes out at 9:50, Sonshine Be-
ginnings at 10:20, Preschool II at 10:50, and PreK at
11:25 for the morning classes.
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We had a great first month in Beginnings! We’ve had fun getting to know each other and getting used
to coming to school. The children have done very well adjusting to the routine of the classroom. Our

helpers for the month were Valentin, Lakelyn and Amelia. Thank you to everyone who brought snack
this month!

The theme for the first week of September was Welcome to School. Our number for the week was one,
color was pink and shape was square. We read Winnie the Pooh Goes to School, Click Clack Quack to
School and My School Day. For art, we did a 1* day handprint, colored a worksheet with paint sticks
and used pink #1 stamps on a square. In our dramatic play center, we played with the kitchen and little
people and we built with wood animal blocks. For science we blew bubbles and for math we used
shape sorters. In our sensory center, we had sensory flash cards.

The second week of school we learned about friends. Our number was 2, color was red and shape was
triangle. We read Friendshape, Dot and Dash Learn to Share, My Friends and Let’s Be Kind. In our art
center, we did a triangle do-a-dot with red dabbers, painted a puzzle piece with a triangle sponge, used
glitter glue on a friend cut-out and used #2 stamps on a #2 worksheet. For dramatic play, we had a tool
bench and babies and we built with large duplo blocks. In our science center, we used magnet blocks.
For math, we did shape peg sorting and a wood shape puzzle. For sensory, we used sensory bottles and
sensory robots and tubes.

The theme for the third week was Forest Animals. Our number was 3, color was orange and shape was
circle. We read Fox in Socks, Little Owl’s Day, Brown Bear Brown Bear What Do You See? and For-
est Friends. For art, painted a fox puppet with orange paint, colored with orange markers on a circle
sheet, used forks to paint trees with our handprints as bears and did a squirrel do-a-dot with brown
dabbers. We played with cars and ramps and stuffed animals and built with foam blocks. For science,
we looked at pinecones and acorns with magnifying glasses and made animal footprints in play-doh. In
our math center, we used bear color matching cards and numbered owl counters. For sensory, we
played with a sensory bin with rocks, leaves, acorns and pinecones.

For the last week of the month, our theme was Apples. Our number was 4, color was yellow and shape
was heart. We read Autumn is for Apples, [ am an Apple, Apples and Under the Appletree. In our art
center, we used glitter glue and on an apple cut-out, used real apples to paint, glued tissue paper
“apples” to an apple tree and used apple stamps on a #4 worksheet. For dramatic play, we used the gro-
cery store and shopping carts and we built with cardboard bricks. In science, we used apples and
sponges to see what would float or sink and did an experiment putting vinegar and baking soda in a
cored apple. For our math center, we used apple counting cards and a counting caterpillar. In our sen-
sory center, we played with apples and sponges in water and used our hands to explore applesauce.

Our upcoming themes for October are Camping, Farm, Feelings and Pumpkins. Just as a reminder fall
break is October 20-23 so there will not be class that week. Also, the whole preschool will be having a
fall festival October 30™ from 9:45-11:45. More details will be given closer to that date.

Thank you for sharing your children with us!

Ms. Abby and Mrs. Schurr
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It’s been a great start to Preschool 1 this year. We are settling into our routine and getting to
know each other better each day. Thank you to our families who have sent snacks this month.
We enjoyed several birthday snacks. Please remember you do not need to send cupcakes, your
child’s favorite snack is just fine. It can be cheese, meat sticks and crackers, mini muffins, pick-
les, cookies, or a snack that no one else has tried, but no peanuts or tree nuts.

Our first week of September was spent learning about ourselves and our feelings. Our favorite
centers included putting stickers on our happy face, lacing beads, putting pompoms on a tray
using a strawberry huller, and pouring beads. We played with water in the sensory bin and
played with play dough at the art table.

The next week we talked about apples. Our favorite centers were apple water play, hammering
golf tees into clay, stringing beads, sorting apples by size, and making dot marker apples. We
had an apple stand in dramatic play and played with play dough at the art table.

Friends and Family was our next theme. We made our friendship banner, painted people cut

outs with watercolors. The banner will hang in our room all year to remind us that we are all
friends. We created a red and blue mural with three other friends at the art table. Our favorite
activities this week were drawing our family and coloring our house, putting blue stickers on
the number 1, using blue dot markers to make a square, playing family in dramatic play, and
giving a bath to a baby doll in the sensory bin.

During the final full week of September we learned about community helpers. We had a doctors
office in dramatic play, played with community helper vehicles in the sensory bin, colored a
post office, used a yellow dot marker on a triangle, and put community helper stickers on the
number 1. At the art table we painted fire in a bag and played with play dough.

A few upcoming events include Fall Break, October 20-23, and our Fall Fest, October 30.

Thank you for sharing your children with us!

Ms. Tiffany and Ms. Maureen
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Preschool IT is “seas"ing the year as our theme is oceans for the 2025-2026 school year! Our first week of school was getting to know
the children and the children getting to know their teachers, their new classroom, and getting to know their new classmates and renewing
their friendships with classmates from last year. We introduced the Chart with each child being given a specific "ocean” related job for
the week like Starfish line leader, Coast Guard First Aid Friend, Oceanographer calendar, Barracuda Book Buddies, Sea Turtle table wash-
ers, and more! This has taken a couple of weeks for the children to get the hang out their jobs and can't wait to see how they thrive with
learning responsibility for their classroom. We also introduced the Mystery Bag and Number Jar with letter and number activities that
are generally during our divided groups with the Octopus and Stingray groups. We have used playdough A LOT as this builds needed palm-
er grasp muscles in our hands for fine motor skills that we will be doing all school year. The children practiced writing their first names as
well as used scissors to give us a baseline on their developmental level and ability in going forward with activities that are planned for their
development. The kids did awesome on matching ocean creatures, sorting sea shells by color, stamping ocean stamps, and using bingo dot-
ters. Favorite stories this week included Ocean Lift The Flap Book, Preschool Day Hooray, and singing some hew ocean songs.

During week 2, we got used fo our "sea”rroundings in Preschool IT a little more, practiced writing our names, traced straight, wavy, and
zigzag lines, sorted objects by shape, and explored washing real sea shells with a foothbrush and water. The children used bingo dotters
to create their own sea furtle, rubbed a colored pencil over white paper covering a textured disc for fine motor control, and sorted "shark
teeth” (white fake pearls) into an ice cube tray. Inour Mystery Bag this week were things we use daily in Preschool II (crayons/markers/
glue sticks/tape/stapler/etc.) and blue fish and sea turtles in the Number Jar o begin counting with one fo one correspondence as well as
beginning patterning with ABAB patterns. We also practiced counting objects and matching the correct number from 1-5. This was really
hard for most of the children as we used a ten frame but the children had to only count and place objects according to the number shown
on the page. We will do many activities similar to these over the next few weeks to help them understand to recognize numbers and print
as well as using self control to stop adding objects even when there are more empty spaces are available. Favorite stories this week in-
cluded 10 Little Fish, Oceans: A Shine-A-Light Book (this took 2 days to read through as the kids were SOOO excited what they would
seell), and Hello Ocean.

We had an amazing week in God's Beautiful Aquarium where we began going through the alphabet and numbers! Our letter was Aa, and we
practiced counting and tracing numbers 1 and 2 as well. Your kids did an amazing job decorating their own aquariums, and those papers are
displayed in the hallway outside our classroom. Picking out stickers was fun for them and was a great pincer grasp activity. Additionally,
they also used pom poms to fill in the upper and lower case letter Aa and did exceedingly well with this activity; they are on display in our
classroom. The kids enjoyed visiting an aquarium in our dramatic play area and sometimes had to find the intruder in the “tanks" or put
them all back in the correct "tanks." They made balls and shakes out of play-doh, and we introduced lacing, which is a challenge that we
will continue to work on throughout the year. We had fun learning some body parts with the song "Head and Shoulders, Knees and Toes."
For our science lesson, each of the kids were able to make applesauce. They helped crank the apple peeler-slicer-corer, and then we ate
the delicious apple sauce for our snack! At snack time, we also practice memorizing our Bible verse, John 8:12, and we also began to teach
what that really means. What an astounding week we had in preschool IT!!

The letter Bb says b-b-b and learning about God's Beach and Barrier Reef was the theme for the fourth week of September. We sang
Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes, the Hokey Pokey with almost EVERY body part including wrist, ankle, and heel, and learned a fun new
song called We're Going To The Beach. We looked at and read several books about beaches, sand, shells, and the ocean. We also learned a
little about our bones in our bodies and how our bones give us structure like a building. Without our bones, we would just be like a big pud-
dle of water and not able to stand up and play!l The children used their fine motor skills this week in writing their names, tracing the num-
ber 3, peeling small “ball” stickers for their letter Bb page, created a rubber stamp ocean picture, and rolling balls and snakes with
playdough. The Preschool IT children LOVED painting bubble wrap and pressing white paper to it for a reverse transference of the paint
for a bright bubbled painting paper as well as blowing bubbles with a straw. We challenged the children this week with matching number
dots to a sailboat with the numbers 1-6. This was definitely a challenge for some of the children to listen to and follow directions! The
children have made HUGE stride this week in sitting during our large group circle times, waiting their turn to be called by raising their
hands and not just shouting out, and are starting to follow multi-step directions. Our highlight of our week was having a “"beach” in our
classroom and visiting Flint Creek Orchard to learn about apples and how they grow, taste several different variety of apples, and took a
few home with us. Thank you Mr. and Mrs. Howard for the apple muffins for our snack as well as your hospitalityll Thank you to Preschool
IT families who let us borrow a beach umbrella and 2 child sized beach chairs for our dramatic play areal

The end of September has us exploring the letters Cc and Coral Reef Camping. Our classroom had a child sized tent, camping gear, paint-
ing with marshmallows, tracing lines and numbers 4 and 5 with markers, and using scissors to cut straight, wavy, and zigzag lines. The chil-
dren also explored the coral reef with which is different and shadow matching, used playdough to make the letter Cc, practiced using a
glue bottle for Just A Dot, Not A Lot, and played a camping game with colored dice to roll and colored stickers to put on their gameboard.
The children also enjoyed mixing colored water to create new colors using a pipette/eye dropper which helps build their pincer grasp. We
practiced stringing beads, lacing ocean shapes that help build our pincer grasp as well as our eye hand coordination skills, matching color
cards, and played Color and Shape bingo as well as a Camping Bingo game. We finished the week differentiating small, medium, and large
ocean shapes to glue into size order, made s'mores for our snack, and had a coral reef camping day outside with a real tent, ate our s'mores
at the picnic shelter, and painted rocks with sand-paint.

Key reminders:

¢ Please remember that we will be on Fall Break Monday, October 20 through Thursday, October 23. Preschool will reopen on Monday,
October 27.

¢ Wewill have a Fall Fest for our preschoolers on Thursday, October 30 from 9:45 to 11:45. We will need parent volunteers to make
this a successful event; we very much appreciate your time and hope you can put this on your calendars!

We thank you for the opportunity to teach your children this year and can't wait to see how they “seas” the year in our classroom as we
have already seen such huge strides so far!

Mrs. Kelley and Mrs. Smith
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We are so grateful for a wonderful first month together! The children have been warmly welcomed, and it has been a joy to see them settling
into new routines, building friendships, and growing in confidence each day.

We began the first week of September learning about God's Amazing Zoo and learning the classroom expectations and routines. We read
about the account of God's Creation from Genesis, the first book in the Bible. Students traced the number 0, used small strokes to color a zoo
headband, worked 10 to 24 piece puzzles, identified the numbers 0-10 and counted animals in the sand table, and traced their names. Stu-
dents enjoyed pretending in the "Home Sweet Home" dramatic play center and developed social skills while building with wood blocks in the
building center. During the week, students also began working in small groups. During small groups children have the opportunity to practice
skills and activities in a smaller setting and teachers have the opportunity to observe student progress and give additional help to students as
needed. For example, we practiced creating AB patterns with colored counters during one small group. Then, during guided center time, stu-
dents individually created AB pattern bracelets with pipe cleaners and orange and blue beads.

The theme for the second week of September was Amazing Arctic Habitat. During our Bible time, we learned about Noah, who obeyed God's
direction and built the Ark. Then, we learned that God put a rainbow in the sky and made a promise to Noah that God would never flood the
entire earth again, and God always keeps his promises! We discussed animals that live in the arctic and talked about the cold arctic habitat.
We read the book The North and South Poles by Christina Mia Gardeski and looked at the North and South Poles on a globe. Students wrote
the letter A in white salt, created the letter A with white playdough, and colored their own letter a mini book. We also looked at photos of
pictures that begin with the letter Aa and practiced listening for the long A and short A sounds at the beginning of words. Students also iden-
tified the numbers 1 and 2, dot painted number 1 and 2 jars, grasped small colored glass shapes to outline arctic shapes (white paper circles,
triangles, ovals, etc.) on the light table, sang songs about arctic animals, and talked about similarities and differences of two toy polar bears.
On Thursday we did a science experiment with ice. The students discovered that ice melted much faster in warm water than in cold water.
We talked about how the arctic region remains cold throughout the year so the ice and snow do not melt. Students also painted with primary
colored ice cubes and observed the ice melt and mix to form secondary colors. We also spent time learning about prayer during small groups.
Students learned that a "praise" is something that we want to thank God for in our lives and that a "prayer request” is something that we
want to ask God to help with in our lives.

The week of September 15-18 was a lot about bears, some about the Farm, and a little about baboons! This week we added student praises
and prayer requests to our prayer time at the beginning of each day. During small group time students practiced tracing and writing the letter
Bb,

tracing and writing the number 3, writing their names, color recognition, story recall and sequencing story events, and sorting by small/
medium, large. Students are doing a wonderful job with their pencil grasp! We also worked on cutting on bear themed paper with straight,
wavy, and

zig-zag lines. We emphasized cutting with both thumbs up and moving and turning our paper with our non-dominant hand while cutting.
Students also made a crown with a picture sequence of the story Brown Bear, Brown Bear by Bill Martin Jr.; pretended to be scientist in the
dramatic play center; laced number and letter shapes in consecutive holes; practiced recognizing similarities and differences; and sorted ob-
jects by colors on the light table. The students also learned about symmetry when they created a "splat" brown bear with brown paint and
folded paper. The beautiful bears are displayed on our Pre-K bulletin board! We also had a great time on our field trip to The Farm at Proph-
etstown this week! Thank you to all the parents, grandparents, and friends who provided transportation for this fun experience!

During the week of September 22-25, our students learned about how God tested Abraham’s faith and explored the life of Jacob, the son of
Isaac. The theme of the week was Captivating Camel and Commanding Crocodile. We focused on the letter Cc, practiced its sound, and brain-
stormed words that begin with this letter. Children also enjoyed painting camels, tracing, and shaping the letter C with playdough. In math,
we reviewed numbers 1-5 using flashcards for number recognition and clapping activities for counting. Students also practiced tracing,
cutting, and sequencing numbers in order, as well as molding them with playdough. Our Dramatic Play area was transformed into a Desert
Animal Vet, where children explored animals such as the jackrabbit and mountain lion. At the Sensory Table, we worked with sand, cacti, and
camels to count and match numbers from 1-9. In music, we practiced songs about body parts and participated in group movement activities
with scarves. These activities encouraged body awareness, rhythm, and introduced the concept of prepositions through playful motion.

Looking ahead, during the week of September 29-October 1, our main focus will be the letter Dd and the fascinating theme of the Desert.
We will explore desert animals, their habitat, and daily life in this unique environment. At the Sensory Table, children will continue working
with numbers and desert animal figures, using clips to match quantities. In the Dramatic Play center, we will expand our desert vet theme to
include new animals, while in the Writing Center, students will explore animal names through tracing and drawing. In math, we will practice
numbers 5-10 using flashcards, bell sounds for counting recognition, and engaging hands-on activities. On Thursday, we will also have a spe-
cial group game to review shapes through “Where is the Mouse?”

We are so proud of how much our students have learned during this first month! Not only are they becoming more comfortable with their
new routine, but they are also showing curiosity, effort, and joy in their learning.

Looking ahead to October, we will be exploring the letter E with Exciting Elephant and Elegant Eagle as we learn about their unique charac-
teristics, the letter F with God’s Farm Animals while discovering how He cares for them, the letter G with Gigantic Giraffes in the Savannah
and

Gorillas as we talk about their habitats and size, and the letter H with Happy Hippos and Hawks as we explore both water and sky animals.
We will also continue building our math skills by learning the numbers 11 to 15. We are excited to celebrate our Fall Fest on Thursday, Octo-
ber 30, from 9:45 to 11:45 a.m. This will be a wonderful time to share special activities with your children at school. We look forward to see-
ing you there!



Afternc richment

Afternoon Enrichment is off to a great start! We started the year with a short week and read
the books Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell and Going to the Zoo by Tom Paxton. The students
colored covers for the Zoo Alphabet / Zoo Number flip books that they will create this

year. Children worked together in small groups on zoo floor puzzles. They also strength-
ened their hand muscles by rolling out playdough and cutting out zoo animals.

We learned about the Amazing Arctic Habitat during the week of September 8-11. The class
completed their number 0 page for their books, created ice sculptures as a group by rolling
a die and adding the correct number of ice blocks to the sculpture. Each child completed
the letter Aa page for their letter book and tried working on a letter A person. Wednesday we
learned about

how polar bear blubber keeps them warm in the arctic and played color and shape BINGO.
Our favorite book this week was Ice Cream Bear by Jez Alborough.

The following week we explored the theme God's Beautiful Bears and Baboons. We read
books about bears including Learn to Share by Stan and Jan Berenstain. Students traced
the number one, identified the numbers 1-10, and used one-to-one correspondence to
count small bears to ten. Students wrote the letter B and decorated a letter B with bingo
dotters. On Wednesday of this week, students enjoyed a picnic lunch in the church pavilion
and played outside with balls and bubbles on the playground.

The final full week in September, we learned about the Captivating Camel and Command-
ing Crocodile. We completed our number 2 page for our books, played feed the crocodile by
rolling a die and feeding the crocodile the correct amount of food, completed our Cc pages
for our alphabet books, and read Genesis 12:1-10, and learned about Abraham and Sarah
moving when God told them to move. We each packed a camel like Abraham did and are
ready to follow God where He leads.

Throughout the month of October we will learn about Desert Habitats, Elephants, Eagles,
Farm Animals, Gorillas, and Giraffes in the Savannah with the letters D,E, F and G. We will
practice counting and writing the numbers 3-6.

Thank you for sharing your children with us for Afternoon Enrichment. It is a joy to teach
them!
Ms. Tiffany and Mrs. Kaluf



