
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
January 28, 2018 

John 11:47-57 

 

READ 
John 11:47-57  Numbers 22-24 

 

 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION 
 

1.  The council, or Great Sanhedrin, was comprised of 70 (-72) chief priests (Sadducees), scribes 

(Pharisees) and elders.  The chief priests (Sadducees) & Pharisees (scribes) are specified in 

the text.  From what you know about these two sects, what is unique about their alliance 

against Jesus?  (Google them if it’s helpful.) 

 

 

2.  What is different about this scene from previous scenes describing the rulers’/people’s 

resistance to Jesus (5:18; 7:30, 32, 44; 8:20, 59; 10:31, 39)?  Why did these previous efforts 

fail? 

 

 

3.  In spite of their resistance to Jesus, what does the council admit (v. 47)?  What is significant 

and/or ironic about this admission? 

 

 

4.  Why is Lazarus being raised from the dead the last straw for the council?  Why does this 

push them over the edge (v. 48a)? 

 

 

5.  What lose-lose outcome, in the council’s estimation, will result from “’all men’” believing in 

Jesus (v. 48b)?  What are the national implications of this?  What are the personal 

implications for the members of the council? 

 

 

6.  Google “Caiaphas” (a.k.a., “Joseph Caiaphas”).  What insights did you glean about the man 

who advises the extermination of Jesus? 

 



7.  What does Caiaphas advise? 

 

 

8.  What does the Apostle John tell us about the counsel of Caiaphas (v. 51)?  (This is not the 

first time the Holy Spirit has communicated divine truth through a wicked source.  Numbers 

22-24 describe a man named Balaam.  This “New Age” practitioner even made a Messianic 

prophecy in Numbers 24:17!  Google “Balaam” for a summary of the man.  Do you see any 

ways in which Caiaphas & Balaam are similar?) 

 

 

9.  What prophetic statements does Caiaphas (unknowingly) make regarding Jesus (vv. 51-52)?  

How will they be fulfilled? 

 

 

10. Knowing that everything was about God’s control & timing, why would Jesus withdraw from 

the public eye? 

 

 

11. Consider v. 57 in light of Jesus’ last week in Jerusalem before His crucifixion.  Jesus openly 

moves about the city.  He has frequent contact with the chief priests & Pharisees, yet no one 

takes Him into custody.  Who, in the end, is the only one to report the whereabouts of Jesus 

to the council so that they can seize Him? 

 

 

 

PERSONAL RESPONSE 
 

1.  This week, what will I do with Jesus? 

 

 

2.  This week, I will listen to the voice of (Higher) truth by . . .   

 


