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John 12:36b-50 

 

READ 
John 12:36b-50        Isaiah 6:1-10        Matthew 13:10-17 

 

 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION 
 

1.  The Gospel of John records seven specific signs which Jesus performed before the people.  

Why were the signs done (or recorded in the Gospel) in the first place (John 20:30-31)?  Yet 

the people were ________________________________________ (v. 37).   

 

 

2.  Unbelief is nothing new.  What is suggested in these Old Testament passages? 

 Numbers 14:11 

 Deuteronomy 9:23 

 Psalm 78:32 

 Psalm 106:24 

 

3.  It was foretold that the Prophet Isaiah’s words would be a catalyst for unbelief (vv. 38, 40).  

What of Jesus’ words (Matthew 13:10-17)? 

 

 

4.  What does Jesus identify as the reasons for unbelief (v. 48)?  What does the Prophet Isaiah 

identify as the reasons (v. 40)?  How are they related? 

 

 

5.  Does anything strike you as odd or unusual in v. 40?  How does the story of the exodus help 

shed light on v. 40?  How did it play out?  Summarize— 

 Exodus 4:21 

 Exodus 7:13-14, 22; 8:15, 19, 32; 9:7 

 Exodus 9:12 

Where does a hardened heart originate?  How does it come about? 

 



6.  Isaiah saw & spoke of whom (v. 41)?  It will be helpful to read Isaiah 6:1-10 & John 1:14.  

Compare this with John 8:58.  Why is this significant? 

 

 

7.  Why did Jesus come into the world (v. 47)?  Whose message does He speak (v. 49)?  What is 

His message (v. 50)? 

 

 

8.  Yet what is the condition of the unbeliever (v. 46)?  What is the inevitable fate of the 

unbeliever (v. 48)?  What, in the end, judges the unbeliever (c.f., Luke 16:31)? 

 

 

9.  What two factors inhibit the faith of those who do believe (vv. 42-43)?  How have you seen 

examples of this? 

 

 

10. What in this passage do you see as the greatest benefit, support or encouragement to your 

own faith in Jesus Christ? 

 

 

 

PERSONAL RESPONSE 
 

1.  This week, I will turn to the Lord by . . . 

 

 

2.  This week, I will seek the approval of God by . . .   

 

 


