
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
July 1, 2018 

John 16:16-33 

 

READ 
John 16:16-33  Psalm 51 

 

 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION 
 

1.  What impending events are alluded to in v. 16?  Why do the disciples not get it? 

 

 

2.  What emotions (vv. 20, 22) correspond to the two little whiles in v. 16? 

 

 

3.  What is this joy based upon?  From where does this joy arise?  What makes this joy 

impervious to the influence of others?  Why is it that no one can take your joy away from 

you? 

 

 

4.  What is the process by which grief gives way to joy (vv. 20-21)?  What is God up to?  Can you 

describe a time in your life when your grief was turned into joy? 

 

 

5.  While it is true, as Jesus says, that no one can take your joy away from you, is there anything 

on your part that can interfere with your joy?  Review Psalm 51.  What is necessary to 

restore your joy? 

 

 

6.  What is the key to effective prayer (vv. 23, 26)?  What does it mean to pray “’in My name’”?  

Why is this so important?  Does this change anything about why, or how, we pray? 

 

 

7.  The disciples finally affirm their belief in Jesus’ words.  What do you make of Jesus’ response 

to this in vv. 31-32?  What does Jesus know that the disciples don’t know (but should know) 

(c.f., John 13:38)? 

 



8.  There are two spheres of existence (v. 33).  What are they?  What is unique about the 

believer in regard to these two spheres (think about the difference between “in” and “of”)?  

What characterizes each sphere? 

(1) 

(2) 

 

9.  What is the extent of Jesus’ peace in the believer? 

 Philippians 4:7 

 1 Thessalonians 5:13 

 Romans 5:1 

 

10. Jesus’ victory is already in hand.  His victory is our victory. 

 Romans 8:37 (look this up in a variety of translations) 

 1 John 5:4 

 

 

 

PERSONAL RESPONSE 
 

1.  I will fill up/out my joy in prayer this week by . . . 

 

 

2.  I will rest in the Lord’s peace this week by . . . 

 

 

3.  I will steel myself in heart & mind & spirit to live faithfully for Christ this week by . . . 


