
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
August 12, 2018 

John 18:28-40 

 

READ 
 John 18:28-40         

 

 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION 
 

1.  What is ironic about the statement concerning the chief priests & elders in v. 28? 

 

 

2.  What was the original charge against Jesus (Matthew 26:65)?  What accusation do the 

prosecutors bring against the defendant in v. 30?  What sort of charge is this? 

 

 

3.  What does Luke 23:2 add to our understanding of the charges against Jesus?  Why would 

each of these charges interest the Roman governor?  Which most captures Pilate’s attention 

(v. 33)?  Why? 

 

 

4.  What sentence had been determined for the accused (Matthew 26:66; 27:1)?  What 

obstacle do they face (v. 31b)?  Why is this a problem?  (Do you recall the two factors behind 

this dilemma?) 

 

 

5.  What was the standard Jewish form of capital punishment?  What issue does this present (v. 

32)?  What had Jesus been saying all along about His death (3:14; 8:28; 12:32-33)?  How had 

the Scriptures described His death (Psalm 22:11-18)?  What form of capital punishment will 

this require? 

 

 

6.  Is Jesus a king?  Negatively, His realm is not of (v. 36) . . .  Positively, His realm is of (v. 37) . . . 

 

 

7.  What characterizes, or sets apart, the subjects of His realm (v. 37)? 



8.  What do you suppose Pilate means, or intends, by his question, “’What is truth?’” (v. 38a)?  

How is this still an issue today?  What is the most fundamental response to that question 

(14:6)?  Who is really on trial here? 

 

 

9.  What is Pilate’s verdict (v. 38b)?  How is it received by the prosecution (Luke 23:5)?  Why 

can’t Pilate enforce his verdict as prefect?  What does his initial verdict mean, from Pilate’s 

perspective, as the case continues to move forward? 

 

 

10. What is Pilate’s first attempt at a compromise (v. 39)?  Does this seem like a wise move?  

How is it received (Luke 23:18)? 

 

 

11. How is Barabbas a picture of redemption or substitutionary atonement?  “What did Jesus 

do for me?” 

 

 

 

PERSONAL RESPONSE 
 

1.  I will listen to the voice of truth this week by . . . 

 

 

2.  I will respond to Jesus in grateful love this week by . . . 

 

 

 


