
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
September 16, 2018 

John 20:1-18 

 

READ 
 John 20:1-18      

 

 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION 
 

1.  Who visits the tomb of Jesus (v. 1)?  What clue does Mary give that she was not the only one 

to visit the tomb that morning (v. 2)?  Who is with her (Mark 16:1; Luke 23:55)?  What is 

their intention (Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1; Luke 23:55-56)?   

 

 

2.  Why does John focus his attention solely upon Mary? 

 

 

3.  What is foremost on the women’s minds as they make their way to Jesus’ tomb (Mark 16:3)?  

What is the situation at the tomb (v. 1)?  How was the stone taken away from the entrance 

of the tomb (Matthew 28:2)? 

 

 

4.  What is Mary’s first reaction upon discovering the situation at the tomb (v. 2)?  What is Peter 

& John’s first reaction to her report (v. 3)? 

 

 

5.  What is the scene inside the tomb (vv. 6-7)?  What is unusual about the scene?  What did 

John likely come to believe after seeing the tomb firsthand? 

 

 

6.  Who does Mary encounter after Peter & John leave the scene (vv. 12-15)?  In what unusual 

way does Jesus reveal Himself to Mary (vv. 15-16)?  Why didn’t she recognize Him in the first 

place? 

 

 

7.  Verse 17 signals a threefold change in our relationships because of the resurrection.  How  



has the resurrection changed your relationship to Christ?  (Is the dual title, “Lord and Savior” 

helpful?) 

 

 

8.  How has the resurrection changed your relationship to God?  Does everyone experience 

God, or relate to God, as Father?  Is God our Father in the same sense that He is Jesus’ 

Father?  How do we become members of God’s household (John 1:12-13; Ephesians 1:5)? 

 

 

9.  How has the resurrection changed your relationship to the brethren?  If God, in Christ, is our 

Father, then we are . . . ?  What binds us together in the same household?  What 

responsibilities does this put upon us? 

 

 

10. The resurrection also transformed Mary’s testimony (v. 18).  How was that testimony 

received (Mark 16:11)?  How has your testimony been transformed?  What do you know to 

be true of Jesus because of His resurrection?  (Take some time to think about this.  Write it 

down.  Review it from time to time.  Revise it.)  How will people react to your testimony?  

What impact should that have upon your testimony? 

 

 

 

PERSONAL RESPONSE 
 

1.  I will celebrate my new relationship to Christ and the Father this week by . . . 

 

 

2.  I will demonstrate a new relationship to my brethren this week by . . . 

 

 

3.  I will hold forth the truth of Christ this week by . . . 

 

 

 


