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Acts 7:54-8:4 

 

READ 

 Acts 7:54-8:4 

 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION 
 

1.  How does the Council react to Stephen’s defense & accusations (vv. 54-59)?  What does this 

say about the Council members? 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

 

2.  What characteristic, again, sets Stephen apart (v. 55)?  What does this say about him? 

 

 

3.  What does Stephen see as he is being stoned (v. 55)? 

(1) 

(2) 

What comes to mind when you think of “the glory of God”?  Why do you think Luke chooses 

this description? 

 

 

4.  How does Stephen describe what he sees (v. 56)?  What’s different about his description 

from the previous verse?  

(1) 

(2) 

Why does the mention of “’the Son of Man’” elicit such a strong reaction from the Council 

(c.f., Daniel 7:13-14; Matthew 26:63-66)? 

 

 

5.  What is significant about the witnesses laying their robes at the feet of Saul? 

 



 

6.  What strikes you about Stephen’s dying statements (c.f., Luke 23:34, 46)?  What do his final 

words say about the man? 

 

 

7.  Stephen’s death (vv. 59-60) tells us something about our own deaths.  The NT describes, or 

characterizes, death as . . . 

 John 11:11 

 1 Corinthians 15:6 

 1 Thessalonians 4:13-15 

Why?  In what ways is this true of death?  What part of us is affected by death as sleep (8:2)? 

 

What happens after sleep?  What then does death, as sleep, anticipate? 

 1 Corinthians 15:16-18 

 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 

 

8.  How does death impact our spirits? 

 Ecclesiastes 12:7 

 Luke 23:43 

 2 Corinthians 5:8 

 

9.  How did the church respond to the outbreak of persecution (8:1, 4)?  What is significant 

about this (c.f., Acts 1:8)? 

 

 

10. The Contemporary English Version renders 8:4: “The Lord’s followers who had been 

scattered went from place to place, telling the good news.”  Why are we sometimes 

apprehensive to tell “the good news” as it relates to Christ?  How can Stephen encourage us 

to be more purposeful in “telling the good news”? 

 

 

 

PERSONAL RESPONSE 
 

1.  I will walk by faith this week by . . . 

 

2.  I will let my light shine (good news) this week by . . . 

 

3.  I will live for Jesus this week by . . . 

 


