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Acts 8:4-24 

 

READ 

 Acts 8:4-24 

 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION 
 

1.  What is significant about Philip going to Samaria to preach the word (c.f., Acts 1:8)?  What 

drives this move (8:1)? 

 

 

2.  Do you understand the longstanding ethnic animosities that existed between Judea & 

Samaria (c.f., John 4:9)?  What is the key to racial reconciliation (Galatians 3:28; Ephesians 

2:11-22)? 

 

 

3.  What comprises Philip’s preaching (v. 12)?  How does Philip undergird his preaching—his 

words are backed up by . . . (vv. 6-7)?  What are the four responses of the Samaritans to 

Philip’s ministry (vv. 6, 8, 12)? 

 

 

4.  What had dominated the Samaritans’ lives before Philip’s arrival (v. 9)?  Who was the driving 

force behind this?  What do we know about his presence in Samaria (vv. 9-11)? 

 

 

5.  How does Simon respond to Philip (v. 13)?  How does this verse strike you?  (Is Simon a 

believer or not?  How does v. 13 compare with v. 12?) 

 

 

6.  Why are Peter & John sent to Samaria (vv. 15-16)?  These verses have been described as 

“perhaps the most extraordinary statement in Acts” and “a hornet’s nest tucked in a thorn 

bush.”  Why do you suppose that is?  Aren’t the Samaritans saved?  How could they be born 

of the Spirit without receiving the Spirit?  (What’s going on?) 

 

 



 

7.  When does one receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38; 19:2; Ephesians 1:13-14)?  Is this 

gift given/received with any fanfare?  How does this gift make itself known (Galatians 5:22-

23)?  Did the Samaritans receive this gift at salvation?  Is this in view in vv. 15-16? 

 

 

8.  What is in view in vv. 15-16?  Put on your C.S.I. cap and compare these verses . . . 

 v. 16 & 10:44 (The key word is “fallen.”) 

 vv. 17-18 & 6:6 (What was the result of this action by the apostles?  Ask yourself, 

“Where did Philip get the ability to do signs and great miracles’?”) 

 v. 18 & 2:3; 10:45 (Was something seen in connection with the Holy Spirit?  What was 

it?) 

These verses suggest something along the lines of what as in chapters 2 & 10? 

 

 

9.  How is Simon struck by all this (vv. 18-19)?  What does this suggest about him? 

 

 

10. Process Peter’s reaction to Simon (vv. 20-23).  How does Peter characterize him?  How 

serious are Peter’s words?  As bad as the situation may be at the moment, as dire as the 

outlook, is Simon left without hope?  What is his way back? 

 

 

11. Does v. 24 suggest a positive or negative outcome in the offing? 

 

 

 

PERSONAL RESPONSE 
 

1.  I will be aware of spiritual counterfeits this week by . . . 

 

 

2.  I will be sensitive to racial/ethnic issues this week by . . . 

 

 

3.  I will walk in repentance this week by . . . 

 


