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QUESTIONS for REFLECTION

1. Compare the Apostle Peter’s question in v. 13 to what Jesus said in Matthew 10:28. Where
is fear to be manifested? Why?

What did the Apostle Paul experience (2 Timothy 4:14)?
Keeping in mind that Peter will be martyred for his faith in the near future, what is he saying
and what is he not saying in v. 137?

2. What is our natural reaction when suffering unjustly for the sake of righteousness (v. 14)?
Peter quotes/paraphrases Isaiah 8:12-13. In contrast to our fear of those who cause our
suffering, what/who are we to fear? What makes that fear superior or virtuous?

What is our actual status when suffering unjustly? Why do you suppose that is?

3. What is the most important part of v. 15?

What does it mean to “sanctify Christ”?

What does it mean that Christ is “Lord in our hearts”? What would that look like?

4. What are we always to be ready to do (v. 15)? In response to what?



In what way are we to respond? How are these first demonstrated vertically (toward the
Lord) before they are demonstrated horizontally (toward people)?

What does it mean “to make a defense”? What are you defending?

5. What are we to keep (v. 16)? What purpose does this serve (vv. 16-17)?

What is the purpose of the conscience (Romans 2:15)?

To what extremes can the conscience swing?
e 1 Corinthians 8:7

e Titus 1:15

e Hebrews 10:22
e Acts 23:1

e Acts 24:16

e 2 Timothy 1:3
When is “the testimony of our conscience” (2 Corinthians 1:12) trustworthy (or not

trustworthy) (c.f., Romans 9:1)?

What do our consciences need (Hebrews 9:15; 10:22)?

PERSONAL RESPONSE

1. 1 will set apart Christ as Lord in my heart this week by . . .

2. | will ready myself to give the reasons for my hope this week by . . .

3. | will keep a good conscience this week by . . .



