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 1 Peter 4:12-19 

 

 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION 
 

1.  The Apostle Peter’s “fiery ordeal” refers specifically to coming persecutions (especially state-

sponsored persecution).  Do a little research in two areas. 

 

 (1) What did Emperor Nero’s persecution of Christians look like?   

 

 

 (2) What is the status of persecution around the world today? 

 

 

2.  Identify some common forms of persecution that may be experienced today (particularly in 

America). 

 

 

3.  Why are we surprised when such things happen?  What does Peter say about this (v. 1)?  

(What should be our reaction?) 

 

 

4.  What does a test accomplish?  What is its purpose?  What does “the will of God” have to do 

with this (v. 19)? 

 

 

5.  What attitude is to prevail as we endure fiery trials (v. 13)?  What is our response? 

 

 

6.  How is this possible?  What is the source of such joy? 

 v. 13 

 v. 14 

 vv. 14-16 

 vv. 17-18 



 
7.  What is required, what is foundational, to successfully meet each fiery trial (v. 19)? 

 

 

 How can we have confidence in doing so? 

 

 

8.  What does it mean that “it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God” (v. 17)? 

 

 

9.  What does it mean that “it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved” (v. 18; c.f., Matthew 

19:26)? 

 

 

10. Can you identify a time when you were the subject of some form of persecution for your 

faith?  How did you handle it?  What did you learn through it?  How will this passage 

influence you the next time you face it? 

 

 

 

PERSONAL RESPONSE 

 

1.  I will prepare myself for “fiery ordeal” (persecution) this week by . . . 

 

 

2.  I will keep on rejoicing (in the Lord) this week by . . . 

 

 

3.  I will entrust my soul to God this week by . . . 

 

 

 


